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In the last Reeisren, we published an extract from 
he minates of the Permanent Committee of the New 
York Convention, which was assembled at Philadelphia 
o the 22d ult. Among other proceedings, that com- 
nittee adopted an eloquent and strong memorial to both 
jouses of congress, which was presented on Wednesday 
st, and ordered to be printed, &c. We have an earnest 
jesire to give an insertion to this memorial, but cannot do 
go, at present. A pamphlet edition has, however been 
rinted, and been sent to all the members of congress, and 
vill be forwarded to all the members of the New York 
Convention, and to other gentlemen, at various places. 

The memorial is adverse to any present meddling with 
ihe tariff laws—shews the necessity of ‘‘regulating com- 
weree*—and prays that the protective system may be sup- 
ported, as indispensable to the well-being of the Ameri- 
call people. : 

i¢The editor happened to be present at the great 
neeting of the friends of domestic industry, held in Phi- 
jdelphia on the 24th ult. Though the day was incle- 
nent, 3,000 respectable persons appeared, and the bu- 
sincas was conducted inthe most creditable manner. ‘The 
long and loud aye on the passage of the resolutions, and 
the perfect stillness that prevailed when the negative was 
called for—had a thrilling effect on all present. Had the 
day been a fair. one, it was thought that five thousand 
persons would have attended—representing not only the 
bone and sinew of the city and county of Philadelphia, but 
also the wealth. 

i¢The great debate on the South Carolina question, 
as We suppose it may be called, commenced on Monday 
jst, after some preliminary remarks, by a regular speech 
of Mr. Wilkins in support of the bill reported by the 
judiciary committee. ‘Though excluding every thing else, 
it would hardly be practicable for us to give this debate 
in extenso—some two or four of the leading speeches, on 
both sides, could only be inserted; and it is possible that 
we shall determine to issue a supplement to the current 
volume, to furnish our readers with this debate, as well 
as that on the tariff subject, and bring up other things 
which belong to the period of the volume, that we are 
nvilling to omit—yet cannot make room for with our 
ordinary means, extensive as they are. But we would 
avoid the publieation of such supplement, if reconcilable 
with what we think is due to the eharacter and contents 
of the RecisTER, ; 

With respect to this debate, the ‘National Intelli- 
gencer” observes— 

“We are under an impression that this subject will now 
occupy the attention of the senate exclusi+ ty, after the 
expiration of the hour allotted to morning business, until 
itis finally acted upon.” 







































__ keln page 380, will be found the oficial account of a 
sate-rights and free trade meeting” held at Charleston, 
o nullify the operation of the ordinance—for the pre- 
‘ent; but, with much pomp and parade, and ‘‘blood and 
thunder, » to declare, ‘‘likewise,’’ what the dominant party 
in South Carolina WILL DO, unless the tariff law of the 
‘st session, (though passed ina spirit of conciliation), 
shall be repealed, forthwith! Parts of these proceedings 
might be rendered into eurious comparisons with the or- 
“mance, &e. but we have not either time or room to 
make them: nor would they be worth the trouble—if 
we had plenty of both. But, with such a display of 
moderation [!] on the part of this mecting of private 
i tviduals, at Charleston—surely congress will break 
: fo long established policy of the United States 
“yield to all the demands of South Carolina, ‘‘in less 
“v'no time!”—~in terror of her ordinance and arms. 





yc An extraordinary message from the governor of 
thy to the legislature of the.ctate, will be found in 
p 8° 379, and will obtain an attentive perusal. 
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{-The proceedings of the “eos of Massachu- 
setts concerning the tariff, are highly intercsting—see 
page 375. > 

i= At too late a period to make room for the proceed- 
ings, we received an account of a very large mecting at 
Albany—/(the greatest ever held in that city), on the 
24th ult. Chief justice Savage was called to the chair, 
and Jesse Buel and Benjamin Kmower appointed vice pre- 
sidents—John ‘Townsend and Rufus H. King, secretaries. 

The first series of the resolutions [reported by a commit- 
tee] warmly approved the leading principles of the late 
proclamation and message of the president of the United 
States, and pledged the support of the mecting to all le- 
gal and constitutional measures which shall be adopt- 
cd for the maintenance of these principles. 

The second series are most decidedly against the bill 
concerning the tariff now before the house of represen- 
tatives, and resolutely opposed to any present alteration 
of the laws, having for their purpose the protection of the 
domestic industry—saying that, among other things indis- 
pensable to our comfort and independence, ‘‘are the pro- 
ducts of wool, cotton and iron, three great staples that 
give employment to a million of our population, and 
which are as necessary to our prosperity and our being, as 
the bread which sustains life; that we must not again rely 
for these upon a rival or a foe,—but our labors which 
produce them MUST BE PROTECTED.” 

The resolutions were seconded by judge Woodworth— 
and then a loud outery was made for a substitute, which 
was offered by gen. Dix, so far as regarded the views of 
the meeting relating to the tariff; but, after some speak- 
ing and much noise on the part of the minority, the sub- 
stitute was rejeeted by the large majority of e ght or ten 
to one'—and then the original resolutions were accepted 
by acclamation; and the other business of the meeting 
was transacted in the most orderly manner, the minority 
having withdrawn after the rejection of their substitute. 
They were scarcely missed! These, however, organiz- 
ized a meeting, and passed resolutions, which, like the 
others, approve of the proclamation, &e. but, on the 
tariff question, are ‘full blooded” non committals—or 
eithersideans, or bothsideans, as may be most convenient 
for future operations! 

We had expected these proceedings from a *‘wet blan- 
ket”’ article which appeared in the ‘‘Argus,” on the call 
of the meeting; but rejoice in the resolution and firmness 
of the friends of the tariff—who would not suffer politi- 
cal managements to interfere with the lofty and honest 
interests of the American people. 

A full account of these proccedings shall be given 
hereafter. From the character and number of the per- 
sons present—they will ‘‘¢ell.”” **Nous verrons!” 








{$-The pannon of Messrs. IVorcester and Butler, b 
the governor of Georgia, (see page 382), is exactly suc 
a proceeding as we had expected would happen. Every 
thing that Georgia desired being obtained, it was not to be 
supposed that she would continue an uscless contest with 
the United States! 





*‘CONGRESS SHALL HAVE POWER’’—‘*TO REGULATE COM- 
MERCE WITH FOREIGN NATIONS,” says the constitution of 
the United States. 

We have time and opportunity only to offer a few 
brief remarks on the ‘‘*momentous crisis”? at which we 
have arrived; and the proceedings had in the legislatures 
of Massachusetts, &c. with the resolutions passed at Phi- 
ladelphia, Pittsburgh and other places, and the eloquent 
memorial of the Permanent Committee of the New York 
Convention, now before congress and soon to be spread 
among the people, abundantly retieve us of any real or 
affected necessity of a present appeal to the sober judg- 
ment of our fellow citizens, or to the minds of their ho- 
nest servants at Washington; and, under existing ciroum- 
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stances, it is not worth while to say any thing to the aye 
and no men,—who, like the bars of a gate, are swung 
backwards or forwards as any master-spirit wills that 
they should be moved, senseless and wretched and cor- 
rupted ti.ings that they are—less dignified then Maelzel’s 
ee the latter seem to have the power of volition. 

We take the occasion, however, to express a decided 
opihion,—that the bill now before congress, if not *‘con- 
ceived in sin and brought forth in iniquity,”—if not the 
product of abject fear or political management, had its 
origin in a recklessness of the public interest, or an ig- 
norance of the public wants, which almost amounts to a 
felony against common sense; and that certain misrepre- 
seniations, or errors, have been committed in relation to 
it, as dishonorable, or as stupid, as that sent forth ina 
famous congressional document, which counted up the 
coasting tonnage of Great Britain to a greater amount 
than the tonnage of all the world,—that the progress and 
wosperity of the navigation of the United States might 
e depreciated in a fulse comparison; some of which 
misrepresentations, or errors, we have carefully noted, 
with a design to expose them ata future day. The whole 
affair, to say the least of it that we can, is a “budget of 
blunders”—a rude and undigested mass of absurdities, 
full of contradictory elements, and in parts unintelligible, 
unless being interpreted at the treasury !—and brought for- 
ward too, without the shadow of an excuse, except in the 
confession of gross ignorance in passing the tariff bill of 
July last, or in quaking and trembling at the thunders of 
the ‘‘nation” of South Carolina.* No good reason has 
been assigned, nor can be, for this proceeding. ‘The law 
of the last session, to reduce the amount of revenue, and 
retire from the protection extended to certain great 
branches of domestic industry, in a spirit of conciliation, 
is yet untried—and nothing has since happened to en- 
lighten the public mind on the subject, in general, except 
the rash and outrageous proceedings had in the state just 
named! Are such things to guide the legislation of our 
country ’—are the vast majority of the people to be bul- 
lied out of their just claims to the protection of the gene- 
ral government, expressly vested with power to ‘‘regulate 
commerce,” that the products of their industry may be 
brought into a fair and just competition with the produets 
of the industry of foreign nations? Every manly and 
just and generous feeling forbids it. And the haste and 
hu of this attempt to change the settled policy of 
the United States—to succeed by a coup de main, or, 
like Indians lurking among brambles and briars, by 
surprise—is hard to excuse. The interests at stake, 
on this question, are far greater to one portion of the 
people, than the interests of the other portion in the 
subjection and property of their slave population. The 
power ‘‘to regulate commerce” is clearly given to con- 
ress—but the representation in congress, on account of 
slaves, is not openly allowed; yet, what would the south 
have said had such an attempt been made, either to ex- 
elude the representatives on account of slaves, or so to 
arrange the revenues of the country that the people of the 
south should be taxed according to their representation? 
For the fact is, if duties imposed on goods imported be 
taxes on consumption, a well-shod Pennsylvania wagon- 
horse would subjeet his owner to a greater amount of 
taxation, than will be paid on account of a field-slave in 
South Carolina, under the tariff of 1852. But the horses 
of Pennsylvania have no representatives in congress! 
We, then, regard this attempt to change the policy of the 
country as one of the most extraordinary events that ever 
happened—having no parallel for the boldness of its de- 
sign, or precedent for its pusillanimity. The law of the 
Jast session was passed by extraordinary majorities, and 
received the approbation of the president, only six or 
seven months ago, and is not yet in operation—but at the 
command of a few factious men in the small state of South 
Carolina—men who seem resolved to ‘‘ruin or to rule,” 





*Col. Preston, in his speech at the late meeting of nu!lificators 
at Charleston, is reported, in the City Gazette, to have said— 
*‘Does gny man in his senses believe that the reduction already 
made of twelve millions, and the eight millions whicli the secre 
tary says must be made, would have been effected but for the 
whip—aye the whip—of South Carolina?’’ 

tG-The whip—the negro-driving, or ‘‘white slave,” “‘dough- 
faced’”’-making WHIP, of South Carolina! Letthese be lashed 
and laughed at. Whip them, col. Preston—WHII AWAY! 


— 





of the working people—by processions and feasts, oration 
and songs—sincere thanks to the Atmienrry for the bles 
ing conterred, and earnest prayers that the rights? 
quired by arms might be consolidated and secured ly 
wise legislation. 
That the first petition presented to the first congre# 
under the constitution was by the mechanics and mat 
facturers of Baltimore, praying encouragement in their 
rious pursuits, by ‘regulations of trade”—and that thi 
petition was speedily followed by one of like tenor, fr 
the working freemen of Charleston, South Carolina. 
That the first regular law of the first congress, as afr 
said, was for the ‘‘encouragement of manufactures.” 
That Mr. Madison’s famous resolutions of 1794 ¥e 
expressly bottomed on the power of the general gove™ 
ment—enjoined, by ‘fregulations of commerce,” to p™ 
mote the ‘general welfare,” at the diseretion of congr 
That from 1807 to 1815, the southern states vied ¥! 
one another in patriotic acts and proceedings, that te 
United States might be rendered independent of the ot 
world, for all the necessaries and comforts of life. A 
That the first regular tariff, with a clear view t© ™ 
protection of the domestic industry, as applied tom" 
factures and certain branches of agriculture, came {ros 
the south. al 
That the “groans” of South Carolina, because o yi 
miseries, were as great before the passage of the acl! 

































Encore!! 


1824, as they have been since. 





and in terror of the ordinance which they have Passe L a 
= fundamental principle of the constitution of; Tt 
inited States is to be abandoned—a principle wh; Ss ing 
essential not only to the prosperity of all the people ‘ Lj and | 
the duration of the government itself: for, if the "ating TI 
‘regulate commerce” be ceded, there is no other J effee 
worth possessing—no hope of peace, liberty or safety, yer 
resource but in colonial subjection; rendering free lah -— 
as hopeless, as were the Israelites when commanded b - 
Pharaoh to ‘ make bricks without straw,” unless jy ane d 
ther Exodus—a going out from that jurisdiction whi yo 
makes every working man a slave, or renders hin - 
pauper. “T 

The power to “‘regulate trade” is a full power, and }, , 
been often used as such. We have totally prohibite, ) a 
non-intereourse or non-importation laws, interchanog exp’ 
of commodities with particular nations—we have yj, P 
entirely sealed our ports, and subjected to confiscation ») BY 
sorts of goods imported, and for an indefinite period , mn 
time; and the ‘‘demoeracy” of the ‘generous and ehjy,) y 
rous south” called all men tories, or traitors, or Enelig, OF 
men, who doubted tlie right even so to exercise the pox wall 
er delegated! Since then, also, as a further examp) oe 
when France laid a duty of 18 dollars per ton on our yo Vibe 
sels entering her ports, every member of congress rushe ie’ 
as it were, to the journals, that his name might be reeoyy - 
ed in favor of a law levying a duty of 18 dollars per ton o ef 
Freuch vessels entering our ports. The duties levied} sla 
Great Britain on all the chief productions of the soil gy re 
industry of the United States (cotton, holy cotton, exec . 
ed), are generally prohibitory—and may we not the he 
‘regulate trade” with her, as we regulated trade wit up 
France, in the manner just above stated—and_ maintaig vie 
reciprocity, by meeting restriction with restriction? Thj di 
right and power is common to every nation under heaye er 
—it is exercised by every one which is governed by wri in 
ten laws, and indispensable to sovereignty. Without it, hin 
state of colonial bondage must ensue. ‘here is no mid H 
dle course—for there is no such thing as ‘“‘free trade; ki 
nor can there be, until the millennium comes! Then, we or 
suppose, that England will not refuse bread in exchange et 
for calicoes, or meat for **negro cloths.” 

We stand prepared to prove, that it was British “re 
gulations of trade,” conceived in that spirit which “woul in 
not permit the manufacture of a hob nail in America, 
which first roused the ‘‘sons and daughters of liberty, 
and brought about the Declaration of Independence. p 

That a resolution in the people of the states, (indepen a 
dence being won from the “tyrant” by the sword), a 
establish *‘regulations of trade,” was a leading motive { = 
calling that convention which resulted in the adoption d : 
the present constitution. 

To shew that the ratification of that constitution wi 
celebrated as a jubilee by the mechanics and manufa 
iures,as well as by the agriculturists, and all other clase 
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——— —— a en nt a a a eee 
MASSE ( That it was ol ete ge ng and not the maniufactur-| ‘Resolved, a gen. Zomes Blair awe the pain of the 
h of interest, whic se e laws of 182 union party of this state for his Very forcible and conclusive ar- 
which my rr oe 824 and 1628—- guments, in the discussion of the question with Duff Green, 
le, but That the act of 1832 was conciliatory, and, in its general whether the union men of South Carolina were tories.’? 

Power ty eet, would produce very nearly the amount of revenue ye soe ‘ 

T pows er the secretary of the treasury thought would be ne- Mexico. Aftera good deal of fighting, the rival generals seem 


disposed to give peace to a people whom they have so long in- 
duced to murder one another. An armistice has been agreed 
upon between general Santa Anna and general Bustamente— 


fety; ne 


. ay age 2 natiggs 
ay i cessary, in May last, as shewn in his ‘‘comparative state- 
avon 


nded b That if cotton, “HOLY COTTON,” was taxed by Eng-~ | and if both are well provided for, it is probable that Mexico may 

S10 anol Jand as are the products of the free states—all the noise | €MJ°Y “eo ne es of a — — es ee ~~ 

ym whi : : “< or " | covered that their services in the field entitle them to places in 

$ h np - oye — ee »” in the patri the cabinet, and due proportions of the *‘loaves and fishes.’ 
Cc > . * . 


We wish weil to the people of Mexico—but are without hope of 


> and iv 
bited, hy 
Change 


That a tariff for revenue purposes only, and adequate 
to all the wants of the government, would be not only in- 
expedient, but also unconstitutional; because of the fixed 
spirit and principle that representation and taxation should 


their happiness until they conquer their generals. 













ee 


FoREIGN NEWs. We have immense masses of matter from 


foreign parts, derived from London papers to the 27th Decem- 


AVE aly hand in hand, ber, inclusive—but note no important results, except— 
cation 9} And so we might proceed with many other items, if That the citadel of Antwerp, after being severely battered by 
eriod 5 , ee allowed ;' the French for twenty-six days, was surrendered, pretty nearly 
del “s time were bef; R 1 Fi p 2 P at discretion—notwithstanding all that had been said about re- 
E val The bill before the house of repr esentatives 18 not | sistance until ail was a heap of ruins, and every one was killed, 
nglis worth mending. It is as incongruous as it is unjust—un- | and so forth. The French bombs, indeed, were about thus to 
the pos called for, except in craven fear of South Carolina, and to | end resistance. Their effects were awfully destructive. 
example be attended with the most fatal consequences to the peace, 4 . wcdr net beng Sees Mo ope Lp sl ran katte. 
Our ve ; al . i - ap _ | the surrende e citadel, and there was gre ‘ n Ds 
S rushed liberty and waon of America. It is impossible that the That Pedro was closely shut up in Oporto by Miguel—and it 
S rushe: 


right of the people to protect themselves, can be given 









seemed probable that his expedition will fail. 


E recont up—that the value of the labor of a free white citizen of | Some particulars may be given hereatter. 

eF LON o4 the United States shall be regulated by that of a black The question of war or peace in Europe—remains as it was: 
levied | slave at home, or of a white slave abroad. It is a self- The “chance” is in favor of the latter. New negotiations will 
> soil ani preservative right; and, without it, the constitution is as probably be commenced. 












iy EXeeY worthless as the charter which England has granted to = © Or 

not the her island of Jamaica—and no working man would turn | TWENTY-SECOND CONGRESS—SECOND SESSION. 

rade wit upon his heel to save it. ‘The amount of duties to be le- . peta : 

maintaig vied, whether for protection or revenue, i$.a fair subject for a A. Ms v4 rey gt ney 5 power 8 ——, = — 

on? Thi ; : “°o,: ap Pn RY Ae : , | ceedings of this day, on the till to appropriate, tor a lupited time, 

: he discussien, “J fairly and honestly presented; but the pow- | 4... proceeds of the public lands [Mr. Clay’s bill]—A great mauy 

by Z er to “regulate conimerce, and to protect the national | notions to amend the bill were made, and the yeas and nays 
y wri industry, CANNOT BE GIVEN Ur. ‘The ‘‘dry bones” may | were frequently called. he day’s sitting was protracted to 

hout it live, on the fiat of the Creator of All Things—but it is | eight o’clock in the evening, and then the bill was ordered to a 


3 no mid 


He, and Hx, only, who can so fashion aud mould man- 








third reading—all its original features being substantially main- 


a kind as to fit them for freedom in trade, without rendering a bi, ei econ cela 
i j ; 4 ic » > . Wore 3 , ‘ “ r . pipes m8 ‘ : re : , a > . : 
ride one portion of His people as *thewers of wood and draw-| wr. Tipton presented the joint resolutions of the legislature of 


XC hang 


itish “re, 


ers of water’? to the other. 


“STaTE BANKS.’ There is much reason to believe that bank- 


Indiana, in opposition to nullification, which were read and laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. Wilkins then rose and stated, that last evening, when 









he “would ing institutions, founded more or less on the funds or credit of | some of the amendments proposed in the public lands bill were 

merica the states, will be established in several of them. Many people | under consideration, several of the senators were absent. He 

herty, seem to think that, to make money plenty, and even satisfy | was willing that in reference to one of these questions a fuller 
mee 


nee, 
(indepe 
word), t 
notive f 
loption Of 


ition wi 
manufae 
er class 
:, Oration 
the bles 


“balances of trade,’? nothing more is necessary than to set the 
paper-mills to work. The prospect before us, and on several 
accounts, is a fearful one. New clans of would-be great men 
are forming every where; and politicians, having sucked the 
orange, will cast the skin to the people—that they may chew it, 
atleisure. The great curse of the agricultural interest has been 
in the multiplication of banks; and what has been, may be. 


Items. In areport from the postmaster general to a commit- 
tec of the senate, on the subject of a reduction of the tax on 
postage, itis stated as an occurrence of almost every day, that 
more than a ton weight of newspapers is carried in one mail for 
hundreds of miles together. In the same report the amount of 
postage On newspapers, returned to the departinent for the year 














expression of the sense of the senate should be taken; but he 
was desirous that the motion he was about to make should not 
be received as indicating any change of opinion on his part. He 
then moved to reconsider the vote of last evening, by which the 
senate refused to strike out the words ‘colonization of free per- 
sons of color.” 


Some conversation took place on the point of order, and then 
on the propriety of the motion, and the question being finally 
taken by yeas and nays, was decided as follows: 
YEAS.—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buckner, Calhoun, 
Forsyth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King, Mangum, Miller, Moore, 
Rives, Robinson, White, Wilkins, Wright—18, 
NAYS.—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Dallas, Dick- 


riehts 2 : } ; ~~gh- : “or apenas erson, Dudley, Ewing, Foot, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Holmes, 
ired bra py Prete to he a . ve Ronse og po rete Johnston, Knight, Naudain, Poindexter, Prentiss, Robbins, Rug- 


congress 
vl matill 
i their 
that this 
nor, from 


hewspapers, but the facts are so stated in the report as to bear 
against a reduction upon either. 


It appears that a line of expresses has been established be- 
tween Washington and Charleston, and that the distance, (which 
18 544 miles on the post office books) has been accomplished in 
forty-eight hours. ‘The line has, most probably, been arranged 
with a view to future uze—if necessary. 











gles, Seymour, Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Tipton, Tomlinson, Ty- 
ler, Webster—27. 

The chair presented a protest from the territory of Michigan 
against the measure now under consideration, of admitting that 
territory into the union; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Prentiss presented the resolutions passed by the legisia- 
ture of Vermont, in favor of the protective system, internal im- 
provement, the bank, &c. which were laid on the table, and 


lina. oe re > pri 

afore Itis said that nearly one thousand different newspapers are ordered ro be printed, 
ang’ published in the United States, and the total number published Mr. Ilill presented resolutions passed by the legislature of N. 
res. 


794 wert 
1 goverl* 
99 

,” to * 
congress 
vied will 


annually is estimated at fifty millions. 


A portion of the large estate left by the late William W. Gil- 
bert, of New York, has been recently sold in that city, and pro- 
duced 433,000 dollars. It is mentioned as an extraordinary fact 
that a parcel of land, purchased 20 years ago, for 440,000, was 
sold for 235,250 dollars. 














Hampshire, of an opposite character; which were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clayton rose for the purpose of submitting a resolution 
for the consideration of the senate. The gentleman from South 
Carolina near him, (Mr. Calhoun), had on Tuesday offered re- 
solutions declaratory of the powers of the government and the 
states, which had been made the order of the day for Monday 


that the A St. Louis paper of Jan. 8, says—A bear, weighing less than | next. To these resolutions, the gentleman from Tennessee, 
of the oll pounds, slaughtered, was sold in our markct yesterday, in | (Mr. Grundy), had proposed amendments, which were printed, 
ife parcels, for forty dollars! and were to be moved again whens the yn a Re nan 

i s a. These amendments, while they deciare 
»w to th The bank of South Carolina was recently robbed of 156,000 | Should be considered , y 


to mant* 
ame {roe 


se of het 


the act # 


doliars in notes and specie—but, by a train of extraordinary cir- 
cumstances, all the money, 22 dollars excepted, was recovered. 


d : € see it stated that gen. Blair has been fined three hundred 
ollars for his assault upon gen. Green, editor of the U. 8. Tele- 
fraph. The affair at the theatre was compromised. The fol- 
{Wing resolution is published as having been passed at Lynch’s 








the several acts of congress laying duties on imports to be eon- 
stitutional, and deny the power of a single state to annul them, 
or any other constitutional law, tacitly vield the whole doctrine 
of nullifieation by the implied admission that any unconstitu- 
tional law may be judged of by the state in the last resort, and 
annulled by the same authority. He dissented from thts doe. 
trine—and if he had rightly considered the proposed amend. 
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ments, it became his duty to place on record his own sculi- 
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ments and that of the state he in part represented, on this most 
important subject, affirming the just powers of this government 
and repudiating the whole doctrine contended for and asserte 
in the resolutions of the gentleman from South Carolina. Dif- 
fering on this subject, as he formerly had in debate here, from 
the gentleman from Tennessee, he knew no middle ground on 
which they could meet, no point of concession to which he 
should be willing to go, short of a full recognition of the true 
principles of the constitution as asserted in the resolution he 
was about to offer. He then submitted the following resolution; 
which was read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed for 
the use of the senate. 

Resolved, That the power to annul the several acts of con- 

ess imposing duties on imports, or any other law of the United 

tates, when assumed by a single state, is “incompatible wiia 
the existence of the union, contradicted expressly by the letter 
of the constitution, unauthorised by its spirit, inconsistent with 
every principle on which it was founded, and destructive of 
the great object for which it was formed;’’ that the people of 
these United States are, for the purposes enumerated in their 
constitution, ONE PEOPLE AND ASINGLE NATION, having 
delegated full power to their common agents to preserve and 
defend their national interests for the purpose of attaining the 
great end of all government, the safety and happiness of the go- 
verned; that while the constitution does provide for the inte- 
rest and safety of all the states, it does not secure all the rights 
of independent sovereignty to any; that the allegiance of the 
people is rightfully due and has been freely given to the general 
government, to the extent of al] the sovereign power expressly 
ceded to that government by the constitution; that the supreme 
court of the United States is the proper and only tribunal in the 
last resort for the decision of all cases in law and equity arising 
under the constitution, the laws of the United States, and trea- 
ties made under their authority; that resistance to the laws 
founded on the inherent and inalienable right of all men to re- 
sist oppression is in its nature revolutionary and extra-con- 
stitutional—and that, entertaining these views, the senate of the 
United States, while willing to concede every thing to any ho- 
nest difference of opinion which can be yielded consistently 
with the honor and interest of the nation, will not fail in the 
faithful discharge of its most solemn duty to support the execu- 
tive in the just administration of the government, and clothe it 
with all constitutional power necessary to the faithful execution 
of the laws and the preservation of the union. 

Mr. C. then gave notice that, whenever the gentleman from 
Tennessee should move his resolution, by way of amendment, 
the above would be moved as a substitute for a part of the pro- 
posed amendment. 

Several small bills were disposed of. 

The bill appropriating, for a limited time, the proceeds of the 
public lands, &c. was read a third time. 

The question being on its passage, 

Mr. Forsyth moved to recommit the bill to the committee on 
the public lands, with instructions to strike out the words ‘‘co- 
lonization of free persons of color.’? He sustained his motien 
by a few remarks, and asked for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. Tyler moved so to amend the motion as to strike out all 
the clause limiting the objects to which the proceeds are to be 
applied by the states. 

Mr. Forsyth then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Clay then asked a division of the question, so as to take 
the question in the first place, on the motion to recommit, se- 
parate from the instructions. 

The division was at first objected to as being out of order, but 
the chair decided that the division was in order. This decision 
was acquiesced in, and the motion was sustained by Mr. For- 
syth, Mr. Benton, Mr. Kane, and opposed by Mr. Chambers and 
Mr. Holmes. 

The question was then taken on the motion to recommit, and 
decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buckner, Calhoun, 
Forsyth, Grundy, Hull, Kane, King, Mangum, Miller, Moore, 
Rives, Robinson, Smith, Troup, Tyler, White, Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Dallas, Dick- 
erson, Dudley, Ewing, Foot, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Holmes, 
Johnston, Knight, Poindexter, Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Sey- 
mour, Silsbee, Sprague, Tipton, Tomlinson—23. 

So the motion was negatived. 

Mr. Calhoun then moved to postpone the further considera- 
tion of this bill till the first Monday in December. 

Mr. Clay gave his reasons for opposing this motion. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on this question. 

After some remarks from Mr. Benton, and Mr. Buckner, the 
question was put and decided as foliows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buckner, Calhoun, 
Forsyth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King, Mangum, Miller, Moore, 
Rives, Robinson, Smith, Tipton, Troup, Tyler, White, Wright 
om l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Dallas, Dick- 
erson, Dudley, Ewing, Foot, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Holmes, 
Johnston, Knight, Poindexter, Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Sey- 
mour, Silshee, Sprague, Tomlinson, Waggaman, Wilkins—24. 

So the motion was negatived. 
om verbal errors were then amended, on motion of Mr. 


The yeas and nays, being ordered on the passage of the bill, 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Dallas Dick- 

erson, Dudley, Ewing, Foot, Frelinghuyseiy Hendricks, Holm 
Johnston, Knight, Poindexter, Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles oo . 
mour, Silsbee, Sprague, Tomlinson, Waggaman, Wilkins—s; 

' NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buckner, Calhoun, 

Forsyth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King, Mangum, Miller, Moore’ 
Rives, Robinson, Smith, Tipton, Troup, White, Wright—o9 ” 

So the bill was passep, and ordered to be sent to the house of 
representatives for concurrence.* 

Mr. Kane moved that when the senate adjourns, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday. Which wasagreed to. The senate then ad- 
journed. 

January 28. After the usual business, which will sufficieny 
appear in its progress, the senate proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolutions offered by Mr. Calhoun, on the 22d instay, 
[See page 355.] : 

These resolutions were read, and also those offered by Mr 
Grundy, by way of amendment, or substitute for them. 

A debate then arose as to the order of business, and the main 
questions involved were often directly alluded to. Mr. Man. 
gum proposed a postponement of the consideration of these ro. 
solutions until Thursday next. Mr. Foot referred to the ro. 
solution offered by Mr. Clayton, and asked that it should bg 
read. Mr. Clayton requested Mr. Mangum to withdraw his mo. 
tion, that he Mr. C.] might offer his resolution by way of 
amendment. Mr. Mangum then withdrew his motion—and Mr, 
Clayton offered his resolution as amending those of Mr. Grundy, 
Mr. Mangum then renewed his motion to postpone. A generaj 
discussion followed, in which Messrs. Webster, Calhoun, Grundy 

Wilkins and Poindezter took part—in the course of which Mr, 
Webster declared his willingness to take issue on the resolutions 
of the gentleman from South Carolina, and Mr. Calhoun express. 
ed his willingness to meet it. Finally, the order of business was 
settled, and the original resolutions, with the various amend- 
ments proposed to them, were laid on the table. 

The bill from the judiciary committee—further to provide for 
the collection of duties on imports, [see page 354] was read a 
second time. Mr. Mangum moved a postponement of its further 
consideration till Thursday next—on which, the yeas and nays 
being ordered, stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Brown, Calhoun, King, Man- 
gum, Miller, Moore, Poindexter, Rives, Smith, Troup, Tyler, 
Waggaman, White—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Dallas, 
Dickerson, Dudley, Ewing, Forsyth, Foot, Frelinghuysen, Grun- 
dy, Hendricks, Hill, Holmes, Johnston, Kane, Knight, Prentiss, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Seymour, Silsbee, Sprague, Tipton, 
Tomlinson, Webster, Wilkins, Wright—30. 

Mr. Wilkins then rose and spoke at much length in support of 
the bill; but, before he concluded, gave way for a motion to ad- 
journ, and the senate adjourned. 

January 29. Mr. Wilkins resumed, and concluded his speech 
in support of the bill from the judiciary committee—being fre- 
quently interrupted by remarks or explanations of Messrs. Cal 
houn and Miller. After which the senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business-—then adjourned. 

January 30. Mr. Silsbee presented sundry resolutions from 
the legislature of Massachusetts, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of the bill pending for the reduction of the tariff duties, 
which were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Dallas presented the resolutions passed at a meeting of 
3,009 citizens of Philadelphia, also against the pending bill for 
the reduction of the tariff; which were laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

After other minor business, the senate proceeded to the spe- 
cial order, and further considered the bill reported by the judi- 
ciary committee. 

Mr. Grundy asked leave to restate what had been already 
stated by the chairman of the committee on the judiciary, as t 
= amendments which the committee proposed to move in the 

ill. 

The first amendment was to strike out, in the 29th clause of 
the Ist section, the words “prevent, or,’ (the effect of which is 
to exclude the power proposed to be conferred on the president 
of the United States to use military force to prevent, as weli 4 
to suppress, any riotous assemblage, &c.) he second was to 
limit the operation of the bill to the close of the next session of 
congress. 

_As the amendments are of much importance, he had felt de- 
sirous to present them more distinctly to the consideration of the 
senate. 

Mr. Bibb took the floor and, at much length, spoke against 
certain parts of the bill, and entered upon an exposition and dis- 
cussion of the principles of the federal compact—saying “this !8 
not the government of a single nation—it is nothing clse buta 
federal compact, dependent for its existence on the fidelity with 
which the parties to it fulfil their obligations,” &c. 

Before he concluded, he gave way for the motion, and the s¢- 
nate adjourned. 

January 31. After the disposal of the usual morning business; 
and ordering certain local or private bills to a third reading, ke. 
the senate resumed the consideration of the bill from the judi- 
ciary committee, further to provide for the collection of duties 
on imports, and Mr. Bibb resumed and concluded the argument 
which he commenced yesterday, against the bill. The senate; 


—_ — 


*Absent on this vote—Messrs. Naudain and Webster, in favor 











the question was taken and decided as follows: 


of the bill, and Mr. Bibb, opposed te it. 
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by a vote of 20 against 14 negatived a motion to adjourn, pre- 
yjous to the close of Mr. Bibb’s speech. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

W , Jan. 23. A message, in writing, was received 
from the president of the United States, by Mr, Donelson, his 

ivate secretary; Which was read and is as follows: 
is the speaker of the house of representatives: 

I transmit to the house’ of representatives a report from the 
secretary of state, with a list of appointments made by the exe- 
cutive since the 13th of April, 1826, from members of congress, 
during their term of service, and for twelve months thereafter, 
pursuant to the resolution of the said‘house, of the 26th of De- 
cember, 1832, whicl I referred to him, and which appointments 
are recorded in his office. 1 send, likewise, a list of similar ap- 

intments, also furnished by the secretary of state, and of record 
in bis office, from the 3d March, 1825, to the 13th of April, 1826. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

The message was ordered to lie on the table, and to be printed 
in connection With a similar list, furnished the house on the 13th 
of April, 1826. 

Thursday, Jan. 24. The following message, in writing, was 
received from the president of the United States, by Mr. Donel- 
son, his private secretary: ‘ 

Gentlemen of the house of representatives: 

j send herewith a convention concluded on the 14th day of 
October last, between the United States and his majesty the 
king of the T'wo Sicilies. This treaty has been ratified by me, 
agreeably to the constitution, and the ratification will be des- 
patched to Naples without delay, when there is no doubt it will 
be ratified by his Sicilian majesty. 

The early communication of this treaty is considered proper, 
hecause it will be necessary to provide for the execution of the 
first article, in order that our fellow citizens may, with as little 
delay as possible, obtain the compensation stipulated for, by this 
convention. ANDREW JACKSON. 

The message and documents were referred to the committee 
of ways and means. 

The housé resumed the consideration of the resolutions sub- 
mitted by Mr. John Quincy Adams, and after debate thereon, a 
motion was made by Mr. Clay that the said resolutions do lie on 
the table; which was decided in the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 72. 

The debate on the tariff bill being resumed, after several un- 
successful motions that the committee should rise. 

Mr. Vinton resumed, and continued to occupy the floor until 
near 7 o’clock. 

During the course of Mr. Vinton’s speech, he had observed 
that “he would sooner see every man who occupied the seats 
around him swept away—he would sooner see the rivers of this 
land run with blood, and one half of the population of this fair 
republic perish by the sword, than see one jot or one tittle of 
that sacred constitution which had been bequeathed to us by our 
fathers, or of the laws obliterated by force:’’ when a sudden cry 
was heard from Mr. Mc Duffie, of ““Robespierre!”? This ery was 
instantly followed by hisses from various quarters of the house. 
The chair called to order. 

Mr. Carson said that the gentleman had a right to give utter- 
ance to his indignant feelings at such a sentiment. 

The chair (Mr. Wayne) replied that he was not clothed in 
vain with power to preserve order in the house, and he should 
not fail to exercise it. 

Considerable sensation prevailed for a moment, but it soon 


5 subsided. 


When Mr. Vinton had concluded his speech— 

Mr. Carson rose to explain. It had not been he, (as seemed 
to be supposed by many gentlemen), who had uttered the expres- 
sive word “‘Robespierre,’? when the gentleman from Ohio had 
expressed a sentiment so monstrous. That word had been utter- 
ed by a gentleman over the way, who would never disavow his 
words. Deeply as Mr. C. felt, he should have remained silent; 
but when he heard the hissing which arose, he could not but 
express what he had done. But, my G—d! (exclaimed Mr. ©.) 
what have we heard! heard it here! on the floor of an American 
congress! That the gentleman would see every man on this floor 
swept off from it—all the talent, all the patriotism, all the noble 
spirits in that hall swept off! But was that all? No. But that he 
would see the rivers of this whole country run with blood; and 


» half the population of this our fair inheritance put to the sword, 


rather than that constitution should be violated, which Mr. C. 
had heard the gentleman himself declare to have been already 
violated, and which men far superior both to that gentleman and 
to himself, believed to have been repeatedly violated—half the 
Population! by which the gentleman meant his brethren—and 
this, after a sovereign state had pronounced the law in question 
to be unconstitutional! 

Mr. Vinton here asked leave to set the gentleman right, as to 
What he had said. 

The chair. Does the gentleman yield the floor? 

t. Carson. No; if the gentleman would but put himself right— 

te Watmough here interposed, and called his friend from 
‘orth Carolina to order. He begged his friend to sutfer him to 
interpose, and step before him, to save him from himself, before 
any thing should be uttered which might be cause of lasting 
*gret. The gentleman from Ohio had not said what the gentle- 
man was under an impression that he had. The gentleman had 
en remarking on—— ; 

Here Mr. Watmough was called to order by many voices; and 

¢ chair admonished him that he was departing from rule. 


— =i 

Mr. Carson said he would take the admonition of his friend; 
although he believed that his friend had been even more out of 
order than himself. It had been with deep regret that he had 
expressed his emotions at what he had understood the gentle- 
man from Ohio to have said. The gentleman might attempt to 
palliate the sentiment; but, unless he wholly retracted, all at- 
tempts to explain it away would be unavailing. - 

Mr. Vinton now explained. He bad made no use of the word 
“‘violated,’’ A violation of the constitution might happen through 
mere misapprehension of judgment. What he had said was, 
that sooner than see the constitution obliterated by force, he 
would see the alternative he had mentioned. Because he con- 
sidered that as a total annihilation of the coustitution which 
must put an end to the government. 

Mr. McDuffie said he was very sorry that he found himself 
under the necessity, from what had just occurred, of addressing 
the chair atall. It had been his fixed purpose, and still was, to 
take no part in the present discussion: and he was very sorry 
that what had occurred in the house, rendered it now necessary 
for him to say asingle word. When the gentlemen from Ohio 
had uttered that sentiment which the house, he presumed, had 
heard with a portion of that abhorrence it had exeited in his 
own mind—he could not help involuntarily making the excla- 
mation he had uttered. He admitted that, strictly considered, 
itcould not be said to be perfectly in order, though it was no 
more than what often happened, in all parts of the world. Ags 
he had been out of order, he owed an apology to the house: but 
none to the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. Watmough now moved for the rising of the committee; 
but the motion failed—yeas 68, nays 72. 

Mr. Watmough then spoke, until a late hour, in opposition to 
the bill—and the committee rose, and reported progress, &c. 

Friday, Jan. 25. Among other resolutions offered this day, 
was the following, by Mr. .@rnold: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direeted to 
report to this house the names of all agents employed by him 
to take and collect testimony on the subject of the tariff—~and 
the names, residence and occupations of all witnesses whose 
testimony has been so taken; and that he state what amount of 
money has been, or is to be paid to each of them. 

The resolution offered some days since by Mr. Watmough, for 
a monument to the troops who fell on our northern frontier, 
was, on motion of Mr. Vance, laid on the table. be W. was 
absent from the floor of the house at the time, and endeavored 
afterward to get the resolution again considered, but did not suc- 
ceed.] 


Mr. Howard made a motion for the adjournment of the house 
to Monday. He was willing to sit as late as any gentleman, but 
needed a day to recruit. 

Mr. Whitllesey opposed the motion, but deprecated such late 
sittings as had recently taken place. On his motion, the reso- 
lution was laid on the table. 

The house then again resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, Mr: Wayne in the chair—and 
resumed the tariff bill. 

Mr. Arnold delivered an animated speeeh against the bill, and 
Mr. Cambreleng supported it. Mr. Irvin, of Ohio, next obtained 
the floor, and opposed the bill. 

Mr. Burges moved for the rising of the committee; but with- 
drew his motion to give opportunity to 

Mr. Wilde, who explained to Mr. Cambreleng, at considerable 
extent, disclaiming all disrespect in his remarks of last Wednes- 
day toward the state of New York, her statesmen, or political 
parties. 

Mr. Cumbreleng replied, and 

Mr. Vinton followed—all explaining in reference to what had 
passed Jast evening. 

Mr. Burges then renewed his motion, (at half past six), which 
prevailed—ayes 75, noes 50. 

So the committee rose, and the house adjourned. 


Saturday, Jan. 26. Among other proceedings— 

Mr. Appleton submitted the following resolution, which was 
read and laid on the table, viz: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
communicate to this house the data by which “‘taking an aver- 
age of the importations for the last six years, as a probable cri- 
terion of the ordinary importations for some years to come, the 
revenue from the customs at the rates of duty payable after the 
3d of March next, may be estimated at $18,000,000 annually:*’ 
Also, to communicate to the house how far the duties payable af- 
ter the 3d day of March next, fall short of or exceed the amount 
which would have been payable had the bill, transmitted to this 
house by the secretary of the treasury on the 27th April last, be 
come a law. ; 

Mr. Thomas having proposed an alteration of the rules of the 
house, which was so far accepted as to accomplish his purpose, 
as to the admission of ladies and other persons introduced by 
the speaker or a inember of the house, took the opportunity to 
say, That the object he had in view, in offering this resolution, 
was to provide for admitting the ladies to the privileged seats of 
the hall. We have had, of late, said Mr. T.a great many sour 
faces; if we could introduce some more pleasing ones, I think 
we should pass our time here much more agreeably. Gentlemen 
have, for some time past, grown rather cross towards each other 
—would not the presence of the ladies tend to soften our mutual 
feelings a little? Sir, I like to look upon a pleasant face; but I 








horribly hate to see a sour or crabbed one. I am for giving the 
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ladies the pleasure of giving pleasure to others; let them sit here 
at their ease, and enjoy the debates of this hall. If any gentle- 
inen happen to have very crabbed wives, | dare say they will be 
against having them admitted here. All the old bachclors, too, 
who are all haters ef matrimony and of the fairer part of our 
race, they too, no doubt, may dislike to see them here. I ex- 
pect all such to vote against them; but [ am well persuaded that 
ull the rest of the house will be with me. 

The rule was changed, 72 to 50. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. rnold, after some 
remarks by Mr. Verplanck, was agreed to. . 

Mr. Wicklijfe offered the following resolution, observing that 
he should not press it at this moment; but leave gentlemen the 
interval between this and Monday to reflect upon its adoption. 
The resoljution was in these words: 

Resolved, ‘hat the coimmittee of the whole house on the state 
of the union to which is cominitted a bill to reduce and otherwise 
alter the rates of the duties on imports, be instructed to amend 
sand bill by so graduating the reductions therein proposed that 
the lowest rate of duty proposed by said bill upon the protected 
articles shall not take effect until the third day of March, 1836, 
and that the quantum of reduction shall be equally apportioned 
among the years 1833-4-5-6. 

On motion of Mr, Wickliffe, the consideration of the resolution 
Was postponed to Monday next. 

The house then went into committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, Mr. Wayne in the chair, and resumed the subject 
of the tariff bill, : 

Mr. Burges, of R. I. then rose and addressed the committee in 
opposition to the bill until past 3 o’clock, when he gave way for 
a motion of Mr. Grennell that the committee rise: ‘The motion 
prevailed—yeas 59, nays 49. 

Mr. Evans, of Maine, then moved an adjournment. 

Mr. Hawes demanded the yeas and nays. ‘They were order- 
ed and taken, and stood—yeas 74, nays 62. So the house ad- 
joarued, 

Monday, Jan. 28. After the usual reports, &c. 

‘be resolution offered on Saturday by Mr. 4ppleton, coming 
up for consideration— 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to lay it upon the table; but 
withdrew his motion at the request of 

Mr. Appleton, who observed, that when he had been induced 
to offer the resolution, he could make no calculation from any 
data in his possession, going to shew that the bill of last year 
could produce more than fifteen millions of dollars: whereas the 
secretary had stated in his report, that it would produce eighteen 
rillions, 
the bill, he considered it due to the secretary himseif, and to the 
house, that if any error had occurred, the house might be put in 
possession of the means of correcting it. 

Mr. Wilde moved to lay the resolution on the table, 

On this motion Mr. Appleton demanded the yeas and nays, 
but, before they were taken, the hour expired, and the house 
passed to the orders of the day, and resolved itself into commit- 


tee of the whole on the state of the union, Mr. Wayne in the 


chair, and resumed the consideration of the tariff bill. 


Mr, Burges concluded the course of the remarks which he had 
commenced on Saturday. Mr. Young, of Connecticut, next ob- 
tained the floor, and moved the rising of the committee—nega- 
He then addressed the committee, but 
at half past five o’clock gave way for a motion to adjourn, which 
was negatived—ayes 54, noes 80. Lights were now introduced, 
and Mr. Young said that, as he found his voice and strength fail 
Mr. Howard 
then took the floor—and, having concluded, Mr. W. B. Shepperd 
meved that the committee should rise—carried, yeas 77, nays 71; 


tived, yeas 61, nays 67. 


him, he should decline saying any thing more. 


and the committee rose at a quarter past 6 o’clock. 
A motion being made for adjournment— 
Mr. White, of New York, demanded the yeas and nays. They 
were taken, and stood as follows: yeas 8&5, nays 75. 
house adjourned. . 


Tuesday, Jan. 29. A message in writing was received from 
the president of the United States, by Mr. Donelson, his private 


secretary, as follows: 
To the house of representatives: 
I transmit herewith to the house of representatives, a repor 


from the poetmaster general, which I request may be considered 
as forming a part of ny message of the 23d instant, in answer to 
the resolution calliag for ‘a list of all appointments made by the 
executive since the 13th of April, 1826, from the members of 
congress, during their term of service, and for twelve months 


thereafter,’ &c. Ke. ANDREW JACKSON. 


Mr. Appleton’s resolution came up for consideration—and a 
motion to lay it on the table being negatived (yeas 53, nays 7h), 


Mr. A. entered upon a close examination of probable amoun 
of the revenue, &c. and shewing the necessity of the informa 
tion sought. After which Mr- Clay moved to postpone the fur 


ther consideration of the resolution until the 2nd day of Marcl 
next. 


aguin=t it 82. 
day, and took up the tariff bill. 


Mr. W’. B. Shepperd, of N. C. who had the floor, addressed 


the committee till near three o'clock, in opposition to the bill. 


Mr. Slade next ottained the floor, and continued to occupy it 
in a speech on the same side of the question, until near 8 o’clock. 


Having tound this difference in the reducing effect of 


So the 














———_ 
Mr. Slade having concluded, 

Mr. Bates, of Mass. obtained the floor, and after some 
on his peculiar situation, in reference to the subject 
committee, signified his willingness that the question showig firse 
be taken on a slight verbal amendment of the bill, offered by y, 
Verplanck, after which he should move to rise. = 
The question was taken and the amendment was adopted 
Mr. Bates then moved that the committee rise; which motion 
prevailed—ayes 64, noes 60. 
The committee thereupon rose and the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, Jan. 30. After other business— 
Mr. Adams presented to the house a memorial from the legis. 
lature of Massachusetts, strongly expressive of its dissent to {ji 
passage of the bill before the house to reduce the tariff. 

The memorial was read and referred to a committee of ti 
whole house on the state of the union. 
Mr. Adams inquired of the speaker whether he had received , 
memorial addressed to the house by the tariff convention of New 
York, with a request to present it? 
The speaker replying in the affirmative, 
Mr. Adams asked the consent of the house that it might be 
presented. 
The house having assented— 
The speaker laid befure the house a memorial from a perma. 
nent committee appointed by the New York tariff convent) 
in Opposition to the same bill. 
Mr. dams called for the reading of the memorial. 
This was objected to by Mr. Wilde and Mr. Clayton, of Geor. 
gia; but the chair decided it to be right, and the memorial was 
read accordingly at the clerk’s table. 
The reading having proceeded some time, the further reading 
was, on motion of Mr. Adams, dispensed with; and the memo- 
rial was referred to a committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, and ordered to be printed. 


Ata ee ee of the morning business, 
Mr. Wilde moved to reconsider this vete of reference—so far 
as it included not only the resolutions adopted by the Massachu- 
setts legislature, but also the report of the convention who had 
drafted those resolutions. He perceived that, in that report, the 
committee of ways and means were charged with having report- 
ed a bill, as one thing, which they knew perfectly to be, in re- 
ality, another thing, and a very different thing. 

The further discussion of this motion was cut off, for to-day, 
by the expiration of the hour assigned to resolutions. 
The hause then proceeded to the orders of the day, and te 
sumed the eonsideration of the tariff bill. 
Mr. Bates, of Mass. who had the floor, gave way for a mo- 
ment to 
Mr. Adams, who gave notice, that after his friends liad had 
opportunity to express their views respecting the bill, and to of- 
fer their respective amendinents, he should move to strike out 
the enacting clause. 
Mr. Bates, of Massachusetts, who had moved yesterday for 
the rising of the committee, rose and addressed the committee 
in Opposition to the bill. He occupied the floor until past three 
o’clock. 
Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island, obtained the floor, and com- 
menced a speech against the bill, which lasted until 8 o’clock. 
At half past five a motion was made for the committee to rise, 
but it was negatived: at seven another shared the same fate; 
yeas 35, nays 76. He was twice called to order by Mr. Jenifer, 
who quoted Jefferson’s Manual to show that a member might 
not read extracts, or even his own speech to a committee, will 
out its leave. 
Mr. P. denied that he was doing either, and was permitted by 
the chair to proceed. 
Mr. Pearce having concluded, 
, Mr. Banks, of Penn. moved that the committee do now risé. 
The motion prevailed, yeas 59, nays 57. 
The committee rose accordingly. 
In the house, Mr. Burd moved an adjournment. 
Mr. Thomson, of Georgia, demanded the yeas and nays—the! 


were thereupon taken, and stood yeas 72, nays 24. So the house 
adjourned. 


t Thursday, Jan. 31. 


remarks 
before the 


on, 


The motion of Mr. Wilde, of Georgia, 
reconsider the vote of the house by which a memorial from the 
legislature of Massachusetts, on the subject of the bill to alter 
the tariff, had been referred to a committee of the whole on tle 
state of the union and ordered to be printed—eo far as related 
a report therein contained from a committee of that legislature 
was concerned—coming up for consideration: 

Mr. Wilde rose, and read from the document in question ™ 
extract from the preamble to the resolutions; which part 0! the 
preamble, he said, imputed to the committee of ways and mean; 
that their real object in reporting this bill was different from the! 
professed and ostensible one; and made some remarks thereo! 


t 


, 1 | A smart debate followed, which we cannot make room for—j\'* 
After some poignant remarks of Messrs. Cambreleng and : ‘ 
“lppleton, Mr. Clvy’s motion to postpone was rejected—for it 78, 
Then the house proceeded to the orders of the 


now. Messrs. Davis, of Mass, Everett, of Mass. Wickliffe, Polk, 
Wilde and Adams took part in it—but the hour expired, av 
there was a call for the orders of the day. 

The house then proceded to the orders of the day, and resul 
ed the consideration of the tariff bill. 

Mr. Banks, of Penn. who had the floor, addressed the ¢m™ 
mittee in Opposition to the bill. He was followed by 

M-. Evens, of Maine, on the same side. 





Ata quarter past 5 he gave way for a motion to rise, which was 


72, 


negatiyed—ayes 45, noes 


M. Jorvis, of Maine, then addressed the committee in SUP 
port of the bijl, and having concluded about 5 o’clack, 
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The question being on Mr. Huntington’s amendment to strike 
ime duties on tea and coffee. 

Or. Howard offered au amendment, to make the duty on cof- 

fee commence On the 3d September, 1833, which was agreed to. 
The question then Occurring on Mr. Huntington’s amend- | ri 
out, which goes to strike out the 3lst and 32d sections of the 

ei containing the duties on cofiee and tea. 

¥ Aiter a few remarks from Mr. Burd, of Penn. in favor of the 

: ent 
a qoestion was taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 


the government, would be exceedingly injurious to the best in- 
terests of the people, and in particular of the citizens of this 
commonwealth; and taking into view the circumstances under 
which it is proposed would, in the opinion of the committee, sv- 


ously compromise the dignity and honor of the country. 
1. Considered merely as a change in the economical policy of 


the government, the passage of this bill would be ruinous to the 
best interests of the people, and particularly of this common- 
wealth. 
cotton and woollen goods, that the domestic manufacture of these 


it reduces to such an extent the duties on imported 


gg, nays 64. articles could not be sustained. These manufactures, which 
) 


dy the amendment was agreed to, and the duties on coffee and | h 
tea stricken Out of the bill. Vv 

Mr. White now moved an amendment, the particulars of | h 
which we shall present hereafter, but the general effect of which 
js, to make the reduction of the duties on wool, on blankets, on 
carpets, flannels, &c. and on manufactures of cotton, more 

radual than is proposed in the bill. 

On his motion the committee rose—yeas 77, nays 44. His 
amendment was ordered to be printed, and then the house ad- 
journed by yeas and nays—yeas 8], nays 48. 

LEGISLATURE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Report and resolves upon the tariff bill. In the senate, (Janu- |! 
ary 15), Mr. Everett, from the joint committee to whom was re- 
ferred 30 much of the governor’s address as relates to the recent 
proceedings of the convention of the people of South Carolina, 
together with certain resolutions of the legislature of New Hamp- | 3 
shire, presented the following report: i 

The joint committee, appointed to consider so much of the 
governor’s address as relates to the proceedings of the late con- 
vention of the people of South Carolina, and the purposes and 
policy thereof; and also the resolutions of the state of Pennsyl- |! 
vania thereon; and to whom have been referred the resolutions 
of the state of New Hainpshire upon the subject of the procla- 
mation of the president of the United States in reference to the 
same, have entered on the consideration of the matters entrust- 
ed to them, and respectfully submit the following report in part. 

On examining the proceedings of the late convention of the 
people of South Carolina, the committee find, that they an- 
nounce,on the part of that state, pretensions of a novel and 
dangerous character, Which, if persisted in, and carried out in 
practice, can only terminate in the destruction of the govern- 
ment. South Carolina claims for herself, as one of the states 
composing thia union, the right of anvulling at diseretion any 
act of the government of the United States, which she may re- 
gard as unconstitutional; and has undertaken to exercise this 
rigiit in reference to the laws imposing duties on the importation 
of foreign goods. Ina public act, denominated an ordinance, 
the conveution declare, that those laws are null and void, and 
make it the duty of the legislature to adopt such measures, as 
may be neceesary to prevent their enforcement within the limits 
ofthe state. The addresses and reports accompanying the ordi- 
nance set forth the reasons. by which the convention endeavor 
to justify their proceedings, and appeal to the people of the se- 
veral states fur their sanction and approval. 

Such pretensions, made in so respectable a quarter, with eve- 
ry appearance of earnestness, and officially communicated to the 
government of this commonwealth, will naturally require from 
the general court the expression of some opinion upon their cor- 
recthess and consistency with the constitution and laws of the 
country. ‘he committee accordingly propose, after the farther 
and more mature examination of the subject which seems to be 
due to its extraordinary importance, to submit a report upon 
those points. In the mean time, they find, among the practical 
consequences of these proceedings, some which affect very deep- 

ly the interest and honor of this commonwealth, and which from 

the peculiar urgency of the case, appear to call for some distinct 
and immediate action. 

The objection made by the state of South Carolina, to the 
laws which she has undertaken to annul is that they were pass- 
ed for the purpose of protecting domestic industry. She dis- 
tinctly declares, that she will not permit any laws made for this 
purpose to be executed within her limits, and that, ifan attempt 
be made to carry them into execution by force, she will with- 
draw from the union. ‘The executive branch of the government 
ofthe United States has met these pretensions with a firmness 
that becomes the official representative of a great and enlighten- 
ed people, and has declared, in a public proclamation, that the 
laws must and will be enforced. The legislative branch of the 
government will doubtless exhibit, in its final action, the same 
firm and dignified attitude which has been assumed by the pre- 
sident; but the committee have learned with regret, that a bill 
has been reported by one of the most important committees of 
the house of representatives, and is now under discussion in 
that body, the object of which seems to be to remove the danger 
of a collision between the government of the United States and 

South Carolina, by granting to the latter all that she demands. 

This bill is incorreetly described in its title as a bill for the re- 

duction of the duties on imported goods. While the duties on 

imported goods of some descriptions are reduced by it, those on 
others are raised, and should the bill become a law, its general 
result would probably be to increase rather than diminish the 


receipts into the treasury. The real object of the bill is obvious- 
ly 80 to modify the laws laying duties on imported goods, that 

no degree, or as little as may be, afford protection 
The passage of such a 


they shall, in 


pany domestic industry of the country. 


ave grown up under the assurance of protection from the go 
ernment, now employ many millions of capital, and several 
undred thousand persons. In this commonwealth, the amount 


of capital invested in these two branches of manufacture only— 
though it cannot be calculated with much exactness, is probably 
not less than from thirty to forty million dollars. 
of this capital, and with it the fortune of the citizens to whom 
it belongs or gives employment, would be destroyed forever by 
the passage of this bill. 
on the growth of wool, and on the manufacture of iron and su- 
gar, would be not less injurious. 
at a blow all the principal branches of domestic manulacturing 


A great part 


The effect of the passage of the bill 


It would, in short, prostrate 


ndustry. 
The fatal effect of such a measure upon the public welfare 


hardly needs to be specified. The importance of domestic ma- 
nufactures, as a home market for the products of agriculture, as 
a security for the national independence, as a means of increas- 


ng the wealth and population, extending the comforts and ele- 


vating the civilization of the community, is universally admitted, 
The most enlightened nations have always been ready to make 
great sacrifices for the sake of naturalizing within their own 


imits these valuable establishments. Our own government has 


for fity years uniformly, perseveringly and successfully parsued 
the same policy. 
in the inereased price of some articles, has been repaid in a 
thousand different shapes in the augmented prosperity of the 
country. 
domestic manufactures with increasing care, until we have 
finally brought them to their present flourishing condition, is it 


The small tax which it has imposed upon us 
Atter we have thus for half a century fostered our 


politic, patriotic, consistent, to turn upon them suddenly, and 
by a single wanton act of power, crush them all at a blow? 
Would not an act ef this kind appear to be dictated rather by 
wild caprice than the sober and prudent calculation which ought 
to prevail in the councils of a great people? 

it is obvious that such a proceeding could only be justified by 
some very strong and urgent motive. In the present "instance, 
none whatever can be found. The pretext alleged by South 
Carolina for deziring the repeal of the protecting duties is, that 
they are unequal in their operation—that they press more hea- 
vily upon her industry than upon that of the north, and have 
reduced her to a state of comparative decay. But these allega- 
tions, Which are sustained only by fine-spun metaphysical ol 
quisitions on political economy, are wholly at variance with 
notorious facts. It is known to every impartial inquirer, that 
the establishment of home manufactures, by opening a new 
market for their staple products, exercise a most beneficial in- 
fluence on the prosperity of the planting states, and that, if some 
of these have in fact declined at all, it has been not in conse- 
quence of the tariff, but of the opening of richer soils in the new 
south western states. The pretence alleged by the framers of 
the bill is the necessity of reducing the revenue, in consequence 
of the diminution of the public expeuses resulting from the pay 
ment of the national debt. This is still more futile than the 
other. If it be the object of the bill to reduce the revenue, why 
does it restore the duties on tea and coffee? Are the framers of 
the bill ignorant of the known and familiar fact, that a diminu- 
tion of the duties on imported goods, by increasing the importa- 
tion generally, increases the aggregate receipts. The effect of 
the bill, should it become a law, would probably be, as your 
committee have already remarked, not to diminish but to in- 
crease the receipts into the treasury. The framers of it cannot 
be ignorant of this, and the real object in proposing it, must 


therefore of necessity be different from the professed and osten- 
sible one. 


If it were for any sufficient reason really expedient to change 
in this way the long established economical policy of the coun- 
try, the plainest considerations of humanity and justice would 
dictate, that the change should be made very gradually, so that 
the eitizens, whose property is invested in manufactures, might 
be able to disengage it with the least possible loss. No greater 
political evil ean well be imagined, than violent and sudden 
changes of the jaws on any subject, and, where such changes 
are of a nature to affect immediately the welfare of individuals, 
they can only be excused by the severest necessity. The force 
of this consideration has been heretofore acknowledged, even by 
the opponents of the protecting policy, and was kept in view in 
all previous projects for the reduction of duties. It is now, for 
the first time, seriously proposed to effect at once a reduction 
large enough to destroy the most flourishing establishments, and 
to carry desolation through the whole manufacturing interests 
of the country. 

Such is the character of the bill, considered merely as a change 
in the economical policy of the government. The objections to 
it, which your committee have stated in the most concise form, 
but which are too familiar to the public mind, not to oecur at 
once with all the necessary developement every One, are 





» Considered merely as a change in the economical policy of 


plain, obvious, palpable, ‘They cannot, it would seem, he over- 
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looked or dis rded by any sincere and enlightened friend of 
the country. Strong as they are, they are, however, if possible, 
inferior in importance to those which are suggested by a view of 
the circumstances under which the bill is proposed. 

2. Considering the circumstances under which it is offered, 
the bill amounts to a proposal to surrender the rights and inter- 
ests of the whole people to the menaces of a single state, and 
the passage of it into a law would seriously compromise the 
honor and dignity of the government. 

A few months only have elapsed, since the present congress, 
with great consideration, and after many months of long and 
anxious debate, passed an impost law, which was to take effect 
from and after the first day of next March, and which has of 
course not yet gone into operation. No law has ever been pass- 
ed in this country, upon which the people at large or their repre- 
sentatives in congress have bestowed more time, labor and at- 
tention, than upon this. T'wo great conventions were succes- 
sively held, masses of materials in the form of reports and 
statistical documents were collected, and months of debate 
were employed in bringing it to perfection. It was a law of re- 
duction—constructed on the professed principle of compromise, 
with a view of satisfying, by every reasonable concession, the 
discontents of the south. It was adopted by an unusually large 
and gratifying majority, composed of moderate men of all parties. 
The repeal of a law made with so much labor and caution, be- 
fore it has even gone into operation, is a measure, which could 
obviously be justified only by some very important political event 
occurring in the interval. It is a measure which in the nature 
of things would never be proposed, excepting as a consequence 
of some such change. What event then, has occurred, since 
the adoption of the impost law of the last session of congress, of 
a nature to lead to such a proposal? 

The only event which has taken place since the last session 
of congress, that has any bearing at all on the subject, is the 
declaration of the South Carolina convention, that that state 
will secede from the union unless the protecting policy be forth- 
with abandoned. The bill, reported by the committee of ways 
and means of the house of representatives, proposes the imme- 
diate abandonment of the protecting policy. Does it require any 
argument to make it appear, that the report of this bill is one of 
the results of the South Carolina convention? Does it require 
any argument to shew, that the passage of such a bill, reported 
under such circumstances, into a law, would be as inconsistent 
with the honor as it would be with the interest of the country? 

Your committee think not, and conceiving it to be of great 
importance that the opinion of this general court should be dis- 
tinctly and promptly expressed upon the subject, they respect- 
fully submit the following resolves. All which is respectfully 
submitted. By order of the committee. 

A. H. EVERETT, chairman. 


RESOLVES 

In relation to a bill now pending in the congress of the United 
States. 

Whereas, The committee of ways and means of the house of 
representatives of the United States, have reported a bill for the 
further reduction of the duties on imported goods, the passage 
of which into a law would materially affect the interests of the 
people of this commonwealth, and 

Whereas, It is important that the opinion of the general court 
should be expreseed upon the subject, in order that the senators 
and representatives of this commonwealth may be better en- 
abled to understand, and give effect to the wishes of their con- 
stituents; therefore 

1. Resolved hy the senate and house of representatives of the com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts in general court assembled, That the 
passage into a law of the bill for the further reduction of the 
duties on imported goods, now pending in the house of repre- 
sentatives of the United States, would prostrate the principal 
branches of our donrtstic manufactures, destroy our agricultural 
enterprise, paralize our commerce and fisheries, and condemn 
to bankruptcy and ruin thousands of our most industrious and 
enterprising citizens, and materially affect in the most injurious 
manner the prosperity of the whole country. 

2. Resolved, That it is the usage and the duty of enlightened 
and prudent governments, to proceed with great deliberation in 
their legislation on all important subjects, and that no greater 
political evil can well be imagined, than frequent and rapid 
changes of the laws, especially such as affect the property and 
industry of the citizens:—that for congress, after having re- 
cently revised the revenue laws with great consideration, and 
made a new arrangement of them by an unexpectedly large and 
gatisfactory majority, to take up the subject again before the 
new !aw has even gone into operation, and ata short session, 
when the little time at their disposal is plainly insufficient for 
a careful examination of it, would be a proceeding manifestly at 
variance with the plainest rules of discretion, and only to be 
justified by the intervention of some very great change in the 
political situation of the country. 

3. Resolved, That since the passage of the law of the last 
session of congress, which has not yet gone into operation, no 
change has occurred in the political situation of the country of 
a nature to affect the action of the government upon the sub- 
ject, except the assembling, and acts of the South Carolina 
convention, by which that state threatens to secede from the 
union, unless the protecting policy be immediately abandoned; 
and that these proceedings, far from affording a sufficient motive 


—— 
form of themselves a strong objection to it; that no mop,... 
could well be imagined less favorable for a cool and din 
sionate examination of any general subject, than one jn wl 4 
it should be accidentally embarrassed by a particular incident, 
a novel, dangerous and irritating character, and that a a of 
firm and patriotic government would on no account expose th” 
great interests of the people to the risk which they wouiq ' > 
by being debated and decided upon in the midst of ciyj| coming’ 
tions. F 

4. Resolved, That the bill now reported by the comm 
ways and means, is not merely an injudicious and impolitic at 
tempt to legislate, under circumstances unfavorable to a cal : 
and cool consideration of the subject, but wears upon the face 
of it the aspect of submission, and that it grants substantia), 
what South Carolina demands; that, taking into view, jn “ 
nexion with its tenor and objeets, the manner in which jt has 
been brought forward, and pressed upon the consideration 9 
congress, it amounts to nothing less than a proposal to sacrifice 
and that in a precipitate manner, inconsistent with our ideas of 
national honor and dignity, the rights and prosperity of twenty- 
three of the states to the menaces of one. . 

5. Resolved, That while we cannot for a moment anticipate 
the possibility of the passage into a law of a bill of this descrip. 
tion, in a congress, which, within a few months, has, by a Jaro 
majority, pledged itself to the policy which it is now proposed 
to abolish, we yet deem it our duty formally to protest againg 
the adoption of the measure proposed, as subversive of the bes, 
interests of the country, derogatory to the national honor, anj 
involving a gross and palpable abuse of power in the gover. 
ment. 

6. Resolved, That whilst the people of this commonwealth, jn 
the spirit of patriotism and of fraternal conciliation, are ready. 
at all times, to submit to such reasonable changes of nationa| 
policy, as the deliberate judgment of the whole country shajj 
require for the common good, they are not bound silently to ac. 
quiesce in destructive revolutions in principles and policy, ef. 
fected by threats of violence through the forms but in contempt 
of the spirit and power of the constitution. 

7. Resolved, That our senators in congress be instructed, and 
our representatives requested to use all the means in their power 
to prevent the bill reported by the committee of ways and means, 
from passing into a law. 

8. Resolved, 'That his excellency the governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of these resolves, with the report preceding 
them, to each of the senators and representatives of the com- 
monwealth in congress, and to the governors of all the states, 

In senate, January 18, 1833. 

Read twice and passed. Sent down for concurrence, 

B. T. PICKMAN, president. 

House of representatives, January 22, 1833. 

Read twice, and passed in concurrence, - 

W. B. CALHOUN, speaker. 
LEVI LINCOLN. 


ittee of 


January 23, 1833—Approved. 
A copy—Attest. 

Epwarp D. Banas, secretary of the commonwealth, 

fi>The preeeding resolutions were unanimously accepted by 
the senate, and 406 to 55, or a majority of 351, in the house of 
representatives. 

The above report and resolves have been transmitted by his 
excellency the governor to the governors of the several states in 
the union, and the senators and representatives of this state iii 
congress, accompanied by the following official letter. 
Executive department of Massachusetts. Boston, Jan. 23, 1853. 

Sir—I promptly and cordially perform an assigned duty, in 
transmitting for your attention, an expression of the opinions of 
both branches of the LeGisLaTuRe, and of the execorive of 
MASSACHUSETTS, On the subject of the protection of the do- 
mnestic industry of the country, and the inexpediency, impolic) 
and ruinous tendency of the tariff bill, now pending before the 
house of representatives of the United States—the passage of 
which is deprecated as a measure, fatal to the prosperity, in- 
dependence, and integrity of the NaTION, by the representatives 
of the people of this commonwealth. 

With sentiments of respectful consideration, your obedient 
servant, LEVI LINCOLN. 
BD Mtr — 

PHILADELPHIA TOWN MEETING. 

A meeting of the friends of the constitution and of domestic 
industry, was held at the Musical Fund Hall, on ‘Thursday, the 
2ith January, pursuant to a call made by more than 3,000 per- 
sons of all parties. Notwithstanding the unfavorable state o! 
the weather, from three to four thousand citizens were presen!. 
The meeting was organised by calling the bon. Joun Swit, 
mayor of the city, to the chair; Joseph Worrell, R. M. Lewis, 
James Harper, J. §. Riley, Samuel Richards, B. W. Richards, 
vice presidents, and John Scholefield, Charles V. Hagner, 8¢- 
erctaries. 

Anthony Laussatt, esq. rose to offer the resolutions, which he 
introduced in a very able and eloquent speech, which was per- 
petually interrupted by applauses, and in which he entered 
largely into the indispensable necessity of protecting the industry 
of the country, in opposition to the “bill of concessions,” intro- 
duced by Mr. Verplanck, in the house of representatives. The 
following preamble and resolutions, were unanimously adopted: 
Whereas, an alarming and momentous crisis in the affairs 0! 
the country has arrived, menacing the integrity of the union and 
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e assertion of principles on the part of South Carolina, not 
at variance with the opinions and policy heretofore enter- 
less 9 and pursued by her leading statesmen, than destruetive 
ibe great ends and interest for which the constitution was 
created by the people. 

And whereas, among those objects, the power to levy duties 

n imports, to regulate commerce, and consequently to counter- 
- the injurious restrictions of foreign nations, and thereby to 
wotect domestic industry, was relinquished by the people of the 

yeral states and specially vested in the federal government, 
yee the principle was then solemnly recognised that the consti- 
tion and laws of the United States, and all treaties made un- 
der its authority should be the supreme law ot the land, and 
that every state should be bound thereby, any thing in its con- 
stitution and laws to the contrary notwithstanding. W herefore, 

Resolved, That the ordinance and proceedings of South Caro- 
lina in opposition to the revenue laws are direct and open viola- 
tions of the constitution, revolutionary in their character and 
treasonable in their designs; and that it therefore concerns the 
dignity and honor of the nation, that no consideration should be 

iven by congress to the demands of that state so long as that 
ordinance and the proceedings accompanying it remain unre- 
yoked. - : ; 

Resolved, That the exposition of the true intent and meaning 
of the constitution contained in the proclamation of the presi- 
dent of the 10th of December last, mects the cordial approbation 
of this meeting, though we do not admit the existence of any 
well founded grievance or special cause of complaint against 
the tariff on the part of the south, which on the contrary derives 
great and permanent benefit from the large and increasing con- 
sumption of their principal staple in the factories of the middle 
and eastern states. ‘T'hat though the protective system was in- 
tended to operate impartially on all the great interests of the 
country and embraces, in its ramifications, the shipping, the 
fisheries, the agricultural productions, especially of the Caroli- 
naz, Georgia and Louisiana, as well as the manufactures of the 
north, yet from the natnre of all general laws, is utterly imprac- 
ticable to adapt them in the same degrce to every fractional part 
of the population and territory of the United States. 

Resolved, That the important reduction of duties especially 
on coarse woollens made at the last session of congress, was a 
direct concession to the feelings of the southern states, and to 
the complaints of South Carolina in particular, and though in- 
tended as a compromise, it has neither conciliated her good 
will, nor abated her pretensions, but on the contrary has served 
only to embolden her demand and encourage a spirit of dicta- 
tion, which nothing can satisfy short of an entire surrender of 
the vital principle of all representative governments, that a ma- 
jority shall govern and the minority acquiesce. 

Resolved, As the deliberate conviction of this meeting, that 
the waning prosperity of which the southern planters of the 
Atlantic seaboard complain, however contradicted by the annual 
messages of their governors to the legislature, may be ascribed 
toan impoverished and less productive soil than that of the new 
states, and habitual reliance for the means of living, on a class 
of beings who, from their dependant condition, have no motive 
to stimulate their industry and economy; that it is less offensive 
tohuman pride and more popular to attribute their grievances 
to the tariff or the policy of the general government, than to 
causes arising from their peculiar condition, which recent discus- 
sions in the Virginia convention have clearly disclosed, causes 
which congress has no power to mitigate or remove. 

Resolved, That this meeting view with mingled feelimas of sor- 
row and indignation the attempts now making by certain lead- 
ers of South Carolina to weaken the bonds of union under feign- 
ed professions of attachment to the constitution, which all their 
late legislative and official acts tend to nullify and destroy—that 
the monstrous pretension, that one state can at pleasure consti- 
tutionally annul its obligations to the co-states, and secede from 
a union which it required the sanction of three-fourths of the 
whole number to create and perfect; and thus erect itself into a 
distinet foreign sovereignty independent of the rest; evinces a 
settled determination to set the general government at defiance, 


_ ought to be met and treated as an act of treason and rebel- 
ion, 


_ Resolved, That however the individuals composing this meet- 
ing have heretofore differed on some point-, they deem it a pa- 
ramount duty to sacrifice all minor differences on the altar of 
the union, and to rally round the executive in maintaining the 
Constitution and laws—tkat in the actual position of affairs they 
should regard any reduction or modification of the present untried 
laritf, as inflicting the most deadly wound that could be aimed at 
the union—that redactions made in the face of the menaces of a 
rebellious state would unquestionably be construed and exult- 
ngly proclaimed as concessions extorted by intimidation and 
tend to impair the moral power and influence of the government 
both at home and abroad. 

the solved, That any legislation by the present congress upon 
,, Protective system, would be an act of injustice to the peo- 
ple of the middle and eastern states, a large majority of whose 
tence ntatives have within a few months, after a mature and 
mee deliberation, assented to the act of July, 1832, as a 
re of conciliation to our complaining brethren of the 
a th? and who, when sacrificing upon the altar of patriotism 
onbaie sake of harmony and to preserve the union, their own 
esnhae’ of what the interests of their constituents required; 
neal ntly expected that this agitating subject would not be 
sain disturbed, at Icast until the effects of that law upon the 





industry of the country, and the finances of the government, had 
been tested by its practical operation. 

Resolved, That the union can only be permanently maintain- 
ed by that course of legislative policy, which, while it respects 
the rights of the minority, embraces in its beneficial operation 
the welfare and interests of the majority of our citizens. 

Resolved, That we are opposed to any reduction whatever of 
the existing protection to the domestic industry of our country 
atatime, when a severe domestic competition, and the strug- 
gle with foreigners for the possession of our own markets, has 
reduced the value of most manufactures, and of one of our 
largest agricultural staples, to a point which leaves lite or no 
profit to those engaged in their fabrication or production; but 
more especially are we opposed to the plan of reduction propos- 
ed by the committee of ways and means of the house of repre- 
sentatives; based as it is, upon erroneous estimates of the pro- 
bable wants of the treasury, and of the probable amount of re- 
venue to be derived from duties upon importations. 


Resolved, That the power in the general government to meet 
the restrictive policy of foreign natious by countervailing regu- 
lations has been generallv admitted by the advocates of free 
trade, as well as by most of those who would assign to our con- 
stitution the narrowest construction of its authority for levying 
protecting duties; that this power has received the express sanc- 
tion of the present national administration, and that the state of 
Pennsylvania producing only those staples which the restric- 
tions of the manufacturing nations of Europe will not take in 
exchange for their fabrics, cannot consent to the abandonment 
of the protective system: that when those nations will receive 
the products of her industry—her bread stuffs—her spirits—her 
lumber, and her provisions, at the same relative rates of duty as 
is now proposed to be laid on their manufactures, then, and not 
till then, will she think the proper time has arrived for her to 
entertain the question of the expediency of using foreign fabrics 
in preference to those of the citizens of the United States, who 
now afford her that market for her agricultural products which 
she in vain seeks abroad. 


Resolved, That we are opposed to the bill from the committee 
of ways and means of the house of representatives. 

Because, it favors the southern at the expense of the north- 
ern states, by retaining the present high duties in favor of the 
sugar of Louisiana, and by admitting clothing for the use of the 
southern laborers almost free of duty, thereby exempting that 
part of the population from its just share of the burthens of a 
government. 

Because, it sacrifices the interest of the western, middle and 
northern states, by destroying the immense investment of their 
citizens in agriculture and manufactures; and exposes their in- 
dustry to an unequal contest with foreign competition, springing 
from the low interest of foreign capital, the low rates of foreign 
labor, and the excessive over production of the densely popu- 
lated manufacturing nations of Europe, which, knowing no laws 
of supply and demand, forces its surplus wherever it can obtain 
admission. 

Because, it sacrifices the lead of Missouri, the hemp of Ken- 
tucky, and the various handicraft productions of our mechanics 
throughout the United States. 

Because, it destroys the cotton manufacture by the admission 
of fabrics made of foreign cotton, which have for years been 
prohibited, thereby lessening the consumption of that great Ame- 
rican staple, and involving in destruction a large investment of 
capital, whose annual creation is equal in value to the whole 
cotton crop of the United States. 

Secause, while it appears to favor Pennsylvania and the other 
states interested in the production of iron, by a less reduction 
of duties on that than on other articles, thereby sowing dissen- 
tions amongst the friends of the protective system—it in reality 
strikes a vital blew at that great interest by the admission of the 
manufactured article at much lower duties than are levied on 
the raw material, thus ruining the iron master by depriving him 
of a market for the produce of his capital and industry, and 
bringing to poverty a large number of our most industrious me- 
chanics. 

Because, it sacrifices the great wool growing interest of so 
many of the agricultural states, by exposing it to a ruinous com- 
petition with the foreign article under the lew duty of fifteen 
per cent., thereby insuring the destruction of those enriching 
flocks which form so large a part of the wealth of the cultivator 
of the soil. 

Because, it destroys the woollen manufactures, always to be 
regarded as of national importance, whether for peace or for 
war—for the want of which the nation suffered so severely dur- 
ing the late contest with Great Britain, and which affords the 
only market for the most valuable staple of the country. 

Because, it denies to our domestic industry even that inciden- 
tal protection which would arise from collecting the revenue 
upon such foreign products as directly come in competition with 
the labor of our own citizens. 

Because, while it takes away a large part of the protection 
heretofore accorded to the products of our domestie industry, 
by the act of July 1832, under the plea of lessening the revenue, 
it actually increases it by imposing duties on teas, coffee, silks, 
and other articles not produced in this country, which were 
made free by that law. 

Because. contrary to the explicit recommendation of the na- 
tional executive, and at variance with the wishes of the people 
at large, it proposes to raise one fifth of the means estimated as 
necessary for the current expenditures of the government from 
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sales of the public domuin, instead of looking to the customs 
alone for the revenue. 

Resolved, That however unjust to the capitalist, who under 
the faith of the government, and under the guarantee of the pro- 
tective acts of 1816, of 1824, and of 1828, had invested his 
means in any of the branches of agriculture or manutactures 
encouraged by those laws, we may deem this withdrawal of 
protection—we cannot but consider that in national importance, 
Ais wrongs sink into insignificance, when we coutemplate the 
ruin and desolation which the passage of this bill will produce 
among those whose only capital is the acquired mechanical 
skill, aud the inventive faculties, and physical powers which 
nature has given them—we mean the bulwark of our republic 
—the working clusses of our fellow citizens. 

Resolved, ‘What in the gratifying pictures of our national pros 
perity, and of the happiness of the people of these United States, 
eontained in the annual communication to congress, of the pre- 
sident and secretary of the treasury, and in the messages of the 
governors of the several states to their respective legislatures, 
we find no warrant, and see no reason for a change of the policy 
which has produced these beneficent results. That if the pre- 
sent rates of imposts are likely to produce an excess of revenue 
beyond the wants of the government, we know of no mode so 
judiciously calculated to confine it within the prescribed bounds, 
as the exemption from duty of those foreign products, which we 
are unable to raise or fabricate—the retention of those protect- 
ing duties which now prohibit importations, and the gradual ex- 
tension of this policy, till it shall embrace all those artieles 
which we have the capacity to produce or manufacture. 

Resolved, 'That we cordially approve of the principles of na- 
tional policy contained in the late message of the governor of 
this state, and of the spirit and sentiments of the resolutions 
which have just passed its legislature; we take this occasion to 
declare, that the sraTe of PENNSYLVANIA—NnOt surpassed by any 
of her sisters in her attachment to the union, yielding to none in 
the industry and virtue of her citizens, and from her local ad- 
van s and inexhaustible resources of agriculture and mineral 
wealth inferior to none in her ability to maintain a separate in- 
dependence should this free and happy government be dissolved 
—cannot but view with alarm the proposed abandonment of the 
protection to her domestic industry, believing as she does that 
the continuance of this policy and the perpetuity of the union are 
indissolubly linked together. 

Resolved, That Pennsylvania cannot consent to relinquish her 
just remuneration for twenty millions of capital expended for 
roads and canals, undertaken upon the faith of laws passed for 
the encouragement of manufactures and the promotion of inter- 
nal trade: the repeal of those laws would perpetuate a burden, 
without a recompense, upon her people; who, firm in their at- 
tachment to the protective system, look to their senators and 
representatives in congress at this portentous crisis, and *‘expect 
every man to do his duty.’’ 

Resolved, That we earnestly invite our fellow citizens through- 
Out this state, and those who make common cause with us 
throughout the union, to unite in public meetings, and to express 
their sentiments to congress upon the important subjects which 
have occasioned this assemblage, and commanded its solemn 
attention. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published 
in all the daily and weekly papers of this city, and in the papers 
at Washington; that they be forwarded to the president of the 
United States, and to our senators and representatives in con- 
gress, to be laid before that body; and that the chairman, vice 
presidents and secretaries be appointed a committee to carry the 
same into execution. 

Mr. Chew addressed the meeting in support of the resolutions. 

D. W. Coxe next rose to offer the following resolution: 

Whereas, some of the southern and south western states of 
the union, whose rich products and slave population, render 
doubtful the expediency of establishing manufactures and the 
mechanic arts among themselves, have imbibed like doubts and 
prejudices against a similar policy in reference to their brethren 
north of the Potomac, where productions are less favored by the 
restrictions of foreign nations, and who, for that reason, are 
compelled to rely on their labor and mechanical skill for their 
existence and prosperity. Wherefore, 

Resolved, That for the purpose of promoting harmony, and re- 
moving erroneous prejudices, it be, and hereby is recommended 
to the Pennsylvania society for the encouragement of manufac- 
tures and the mechanic arts, in this city, and to such other so- 
cieties as are established forthe same purpose in the states afore- 
said, respectfully to proffer their services to accompany the pre- 
sident of the United States and any member of the cabinet, 
whenever it may suit his convenience, after the adjournment of 
congress, on a visit of inspection and examination into the real 
condition and prospects of the manufacturing establishments in 
the said states respectively. 
; At this time an almost unanimous call for D. P. Brown, brought 
} him before the meeting, which he briefly addressed in his usual 
; happy manner. JOHN SWIFT, chairman. 

, Josern WoRRELL, 
e M. Lewis, 
AMES HARPER 
J. 3. Riney, ? vice presidents. 
Samvuer RicHARDs, 


B. W. Ricwarps, 
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&g-Other like meetings have been held ip sundry places—), 
the people, taken by surprise, cannot realize the fact thet « 
serious attempt is making to repeal the act of the last Session, 
before it goes into operation! uy 
‘The toilowing resolutions are extracted from the proceediy 
of a great meeting held at Pittsburgh— gs 
Mr. Forward then offered the following, which were like 
unanimously adopted: 
Resolved, ‘Nhat of the population of Pitt-burgh and its vicinity 
numbered not less than thirty thousand, two thirds at least are 
supported by manutactures, and any essential diminution of 
the encouragement afforded to their industry by the “protective 
system,’? would shortly produce throughout this whole commy. 
nity the utmost embarrassment and distress. 


Resolved, That the agricultural population of western Penp. 
sylvania have not, and under the existing regulations of foreigy 
governments are not likely to have any other than the Atwerican 
market for the sale of their produce. That market is found in 
cities, towns and workshops which have been built up or greatly 
extended by the erection of manufactories. The subversion of 
an order of things by which the labor of our town and county 

population is now reciprocally excited and rewarded, and from 
Which there has already resulted so much prosperity to qj 
classes, would be an act, the absurdity of which, would be Only 
equalled by its cruelty. 


Resolved, That the tariff of 1832, contains in itself a compro. 
mise of the interests of free laborers which was not due either 
to the truth or the justice of southern complaints; but as a com. 
promise, it was submitted to for the sake of peace, and in hope 
that the sacrifice made would appease the jealousy to which jt 
was offered. [tis found however that the concession of a part 
will not suffice—that there must be a total destruction of the 
protective system, and a repudiation of the principle of protec. 
tion. Suchis the project embodied in the bill now under dis. 
cussion in congress. Its adoption will announce the solemp 
determination of the American government, to forever abandon 
the existing system, and to explode from the government and 
from the country the principle itself of protection. 


Reolved, That the importunities of the pretended friends and 
open eneinics of the protective system, demanding of congress 
the sacrifice of the rights and interests of the free laboring 
classes, for the purpose of conciliating nullification, are un- 
worthy of the consideration of that honorable body. The re- 
peal of a tariff not yctin operation, and this by tbe same con- 
gress, and the same men who passed it, would be an obvious 
surrender of the interest of a vast majority of the American 
people to the claims of a petty minority. It would be so con- 
strued and so understood by all mankind. But, which is worse, 
it would be the yielding up of experience to theory—of truth to 
error—of justice to wrong—of the rights of the laborious and the 
peaceable to the menaces and outrage of men who despise ma- 
nual labor, and defy the Jaws. It would be an offering of a great 
national good, upon the altar of national mischief. 


Resolved, That the expection of quieting the country by the 
tariff of Mr. Verplanck, is entirely fallacious. Its passage would 
produce a state of misery, whose reaction would be invincible, 
and the next congress would be forced by an indignant and 
resistless majority to restore the protective system, with pro- 
visions more stern and prohibitory, than those of the protecting 
tarilf. 


Wise 


—— 8 B Otero 


PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE. 

Harrisburg, Jan. 16. The interesting debate on the resoli- 
tions relative to the tariff, was to-day closed in the senate, hav- 
ing occupied the attention of that body for the last five days. 
The resolution offered by Mr. Miller, was the one which re- 
ceived the sanction of the senate. Many of the members thougit 
that the resolutions offered by gen. Krepps were stronger than 
the occasion demanded, and as this was divested of every ¢*- 
pression offensive to the opposers of the tariff, it was supported 
even by gen. Krepps himself. 

The following is Mr. Miller’s substitute: 

Whereas an alteration in the tariff system is proposed in the 
house of representatives of the United States by the committee 
of ways and means, and now is under consideration in that 
body: And whereas, it is believed, that if the bill now under 
consideration should become a law, its operation will be very 
injurious to the great manufacturing interests of the country, 
and consequently prejudicial to the interests of agriculture, 
to the industry and prosperity of the people generally: Therefore, 

Resolved, by the members of the senate and house of representa- 
tires of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, That, in their opinion, 
the bill now under consideration in the house of representatives 
of the United States ought not to become a law, and that no re 
duction of duties ought to be made, calculated to affect the _ 
cessful prosecution of our domestic manufactures, or in any med 
to impair the faith of the government by which the enterpl* 
of our citizens would be checked and successful domestic co” 
petition retarded. of 

[The preceding passed the senate 28 to 5, and the —— it 
representatives 87 to 9. Some in the minority have os bat 
necessary to explain that they were not Opposed to the tar a a! 
against the expression of those opinions on the present occasio™ 
The governor instantly signed the resolution. ] the 

The preceding, approved by gov. Wolf, was presented saat, 
house of representatives of the United States, by Mr. Stew 








Charles V. Hagner, g Secretartes. 





of Pennsylvania, on the 2ist ultimo. 
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GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA’S MESSAGE, 
ting resolutions of the legislature of South Carolina. 

The following message from the governor, covering resolutions 

¢ south Carolina, proposing a convention of the states, was 
transmitted to both houses of the general assembly on the day 
of its date. Executive department, Janucry 25, 1833. 

To the senate and house of delegates: 

{ have received trom the governor of the commonwealth of 
couth Carolina, resolutions adopted by the general assembly of 
that state, with a request te lay them before you: they are ac- 
cordingly herewith communicated. 

The resolutions refer to the call of a general convention of the 
states of this confederacy to take into its consideration the sub- 
iect of the disputed powers of the federal government, and to ad- 
just them in a manner that may in future preclude doubt, and 

revent that government from the exercise of powers, which 
come of the states of this confederacy believe to be unwarranted 
by the constitution which created it. ' 

The lowering aspect of our public affairs at this moment, 
caused by the usurpations of the federal government, which 
now exercises powers never intended to be granted to it, and by 
arbitrary means attempts to deprive sovereign states of any re- 
medy for wrongs, injuries and oppressions, induces a conviction 
that no means could be better devised for allaying the general 
discontents of the people, and of calming the rising indignation 
ofa brave and generous public which has ever been watchful 


and jealous of its liberty, than by again bringing together, in ge- 
neral convention, the original parties to the compact or consti- 
tution, thereby affording a fit and proper opportunity for the co- 
states to determine what power it is their sovereign will to per- 
mit their agents to exercise, and of marking out so distinctly, 
the limits of the federal government, that none hereafter may 
have the temerity to pass the boundary prescribed. 
We are called upon by our sister state, who has suffered much 
from the exercise of unconstitutional power by that government 
to unite in accomplishing this great object. 
A general convention would be so fully able, and so well cal- 
culated to restore harmony to our confederacy, by adjusting and 
finally settling all the doubtful or disputed powers, that no ef- 
fort should be untried to advance so desirable a result, and thus 
to regain the happy confidence which all heretofore reposed in 
the permanency of our institutions. 
The times are perilous, the question momentous, and looks 
far into the future, and on the wisdom of your decision, so far 
as We are concerned, nay probably depend the peace, the liber- 
ty, and the happiness of our country. 
We have long regarded as the citadel of our liberty the sove- 
reignty of these states, which could be interposed to save a suf- 
fering and oppressed people from the unjust exactions of an un- 
constitutional act, which cannot be law; and the right of each 
state, aS A sOVereign party to the compact, having no superior, 
to judge for itself of the infractions of the constitution, as well 
as the mode and measure of redress. 
But if the power lately seized upon by the federal govern- 
ment, and promulgated as rightfully belonging to it, be permit- 
ted, sanctioned or sustained by the states of this confederacy, 
this commonwealth, upon which depends our freedom and our 
existence as an independent state, will be entombed in the 
cemetery of republics; and the will of an irresponsible majo- 
rity, or the fiat of the president, becomes the charter of our li- 
berty, thus substituted for the constitution. These states then 
become the vassals of a despotic power, with no rights left them 
but the right to complain, a right which despotism cannot take 
from the vilest maletactor chained to the floor of the dungeon. 
Many of the states of this confederacy, one by one, declared 
their independence of Great Britain, because they would no lon- 
ger submit to the illegal and unconstitutional exactions of that 


country, and made common cause against her as a common 
enemy. 


Willing to justify themselves to the world, their delegates in 
congress were afterwards instructed as delegates of the several 
powers then associated for common defence, to sanction a De- 
elaration of Independence by that body. This act, we are now 
told in terms admitting of too little doubt, yielded up the sove- 
reignty of these states, which now compose a “single nation.” 
This doctrine, and this claim to power, is an outrage upon our 
stitutions, and the bitterest satire upon the revolution: that 
the very Declaration of Independence itself, which blazoned 
forth our liberty full to the gaze of an admiring world, as our 
fathers believed, should now be produced, as the bond which 
binds their children as slaves to a majority in congress, and to a 
president elected by a college of electors representing that majo- 
rity, who are not, and cannot be responsible to them, and over 
Whose will there is no control, are claims which cannot be ad- 
mitted. ‘Thus all the safe-guards of liberty which our fathers 
thought they had constructed with so much prudence, wisdom 
and patriotism, would be broken to pieces and dissolved by this 

Undiess and ingulphing claim to power, which that govern- 
B-- has exhibited to the view of astonished millions. 
ea ‘laim having been made to this unlimited power for that go- 
ont feeling an indi ) 
eome § an indignant horror rushing upon his mind—it be- 
Will enst 


*0 much evil to the union, and danger to our liberty. 


lhe call of a general convention of these states would afford 


» a claim which the patriot cannot contemplate with- 


e part of wisdom, prudentliv to take such measures as 
ire the speedy termination of a pretension fraught with 


lees 


liberty, and such barriers to the encroachments of the federal 
government, as will put to rest forever the questions of disputed 
powers—the agitation of which have, from time to time, created 
much dissatisfaction, and if persisted in, must, at no distant 
day, terminate in irreparable injury. 

At the moment when a sovereign state of this confederacy 
exercising what she deems to be her right, has thrown herself 
upon that sovereignty, and as such has undertaken to judge for 
herself of the infractions of the compact, and of the mode and 
ineasure of redress, we find the president of the United States, 
openly laying claim to this gigantic power, and charging a state 
with treason against the federal government, which he clhiims 
to be sovereign, and carrying out the principle, seems to endeavor 
to make the impression that the rights of the states are grants 
of powers from that government. When we pursue that argu- 
nent to its final result, we find ourselves enslaved by the De- 
claration of our Independence, with no limit to the powers of 
the new government but its own will, and we have no right left 
us but the right of revolution, whilst this government claims the 
antagonist right of subduing us by the sword. If this doctrine 
be true—our fathers, intent upon securing liberty for them- 
selves and children, greatly erred in not declaring themselves 
free and independeut of their Declaration of Independence. 
During the middle ages, the European governments were lit- 
tle else than the military commands of feudal barons—the king, 
or great baron of all, relying upon his military prowess, dis- 
dained to hold his power as the gift of men, and claimed to rule 
by a special grant from Omnipotence. But this divine right of 
kings was disputed by the barons of England at Runnemede, 
and acharter for their liberty was wrung from the king. This was 
truly a great victory over tyranny, and believed to be a discovery 
in government, which, at afuture day, compelled the executive, 
or kings to consent to govern by compact. Yet, the great dis- 
covery or improvement in government, was reserved for our 
fathers, who affirmed that sovereignty could reside alone, in the 
entire body of the people; that their rulers were agents of the 
people, chosen from among them, to discharge certain duties re- 
quired of them,and at stipulated periods, to lay down the power 
which betonged alone to the people, and with which they had 
been temporarily clothed for certain purposes—that no error 
might be committed, and to prevent any from attempting to rule 
by military force, they perfected their government, as we here- 
tofore have believed, in the security of written constitutions. 

All the states of this confederacy, certainly believed them- 
selves sovereign, and in that capacity, and under that belief, 
Virginia proceeded to form a government for herself, anterior 
to the Declaration of Independence, and existed until three 
years ago, under the constitution and form of government then 
established, when the sovereign people assembled in convention, 
and amended that constitution, which now remains the monu- 
ment of their sovereignty—the basis of their fundamental laws, 
How, then is it possible for Virginia to have received a grant 
of her reserved rights from the constitution of the United States, 
or the “single nation?’? How the states could receive as a grant, 
their reserved rights, is difficult to comprehend, but not less so, 
than that a sovereign state can commit treason! As early as 
the 12th June, 1776, this state declared, that ‘““whenever any go- 
vernment shall be found inadequate to the purposes of produc- 
ing the greatest degree of happiness, a majority of the people 
hath an indubitable, unalienable and indefeasible right to re- 
form, alter or abolish it, in such manner as shall be judged most 
conducive to the public weal.’’ Virginia has very lately re- 
formed and altered her government, and still claims the “iadu- 
bitable, unalienable and indefeasible right to abolish it’? whea- 
ever the majority of her citizens may think proper to do so: ta 
reform, alter or abolish a form of government, are the highest 
powers which a sovereign state can exercise. 


We have also on our statute book, a law pointing ont the 
mode by which a citizen may expatriate himself, and until he 
avails himself of the provisions of this act, in divesting himself 
of his citizenship, or renounces it by becoming a citizen of ano- 

ther state of this union, or the subject of some foreign prince, 
he is, wherever he may be, a citizen of Virginia, and to her his 
allegiance is due. 

The constitution or eompact which unites these states, 
among other specified powers, has given to congress the right 
“to establish an uniform mode of naturalization,” and no more, 
because more was not necessary, as the United States had no 
citizens on whom it could operate; yet it was desirable that uni- 
formity on this subject should exist throughout the confederacy, 
as the constitution provides that “‘the citizens of each state shall 
be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of citizens of 
the several states,’’ and by virtue of this provision, a foreigner, 
who has been naturalized and taken the oath of allegianee to 
any one of these states, may, at any time, under this constitu 

tional provision, transfer his allegiance to another state. 


The United States then, being only the union of certain in- 
terests of these sovereign states, intended by them to be used 
for their benefit, by agents appointed by themselves, could not 
have citizens, since the fact of its existence is the act of the citi- 
zens of the several states, though at an early period, that 
vernment made an effort to legislate over the persons of the citi- 
zens of the states, by the passage of the alien and sedition acts, 
which passed both houses of congress, and was approved by the 
president. These acts met with unqualified resistance on the 
part of several states, and by none with more decision than Vir- 
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. dence of her protecting sovereignty, and the perpetual monu- 
ment of its peaceful, conservative and triumphant inte ition. 
Yet the president has given us too clearly to misunderstand, 
that when an act has both houses of congress, and has 
been oe hg by him, its constitutionality eannot be question- 
ed, and from his decision, it would seem, there is allowed no 
oppeal, but to humble entreaty, and unavailing remonstrance. 

his government, if it possess the powers thus claimed for it, 
is wholly without a check, unlimited in its sway, and boundless 
in its power. Surely this cannot be the practical effect of the 
government, which our fathers established, to secure to their 
children the rich heritage of liberty. If it be, the system has 
been misunderstood. 

We find no relief from the prevailing alarms for the safety of 
our institutions, when we behold the federal executive, upon a 
patient review of all those claims to power, disregarding the 
sovereignty of the states, and insisting upon executing an act of 
congress, which has been declared unconstitutional, by the only 
tribunal on earth, which is admitted to have authority to judge 
of its validity. 

In a recent message to congress, the president has desired that 
body to put at his disposal the whole army, navy and militia 
force of the confideracy, to be used at his pleasure, with autho- 
rity to remove or abolish the custom houses within a sove- 
reign state, wherever, or whensoever, he may think proper, and 
requires the enactment of laws in relation to the collection of 
duties in that state to be made in cash, if he may deem it neces- 
sary, which cannot be considered in conformity with that clause 
of the constitution, which declares ‘all duties, imposts and 
excises, shall be uniform throughout the United States.”’ 

' We are not deceived—for we cannot misunderstand the object 
of these warlike recommendations. The doctrines lately pro- 
mulgated deny any sovereignty to the states; and state rights, it 
would seem, in the cpinion of the president, are held as grants 
from the federal constitution. ‘The difficulties which state so- 
vereignty and state rights might interpose, being in this summary 
method disposed of, the field is open to the array of military 
legions, to crush by force that which.is sustained by justice, 
patriotism and the constitution. The power claimed for that 

overnment makes it already absolute; and should the congress 

ndulge the president in his desires, they sanction, by their votes, 
the creation of a dictator. 

Why should these things be? Have drawn swords ever recon- 
ciled differences of opinion? Besides, there are various modes 
by which this controversy might be adjusted without a resort to 
arms, Which wisdom forbids, patriotism condemns, and liberty 
abhors. 

The courts of the country are open to all parties, where those 
questions might soon be determined, and leave us, as we were, 
a free and happy people; or congress could, by the provisions of 
the constitution, confer on a state, within her own territory, the 
right to lay a duty for the benefit of the United States’ treasury 
—to which none could reasonably object, since a high tariff is 
claimed to be most judicious for the northern states—and a low 
tariff most beneficial to the south. 

But the call of a general convention of the states, brings at 
once full before all the parties to the compact, every doubtful 
or disputed power of the federal government, in the mode point- 
ed out by the instrument itself, where all amendments could be 
made, and disputed powers settled, in a spirit of kindness, much 
more congenial to the harmony of our institutions, than that 
which now seems in contemplation. This course ought to be 
acceptable to all, as it gives full assurance of peaceful days 
hereafter, and will restore confidence to the mind of the patriot, 
already too long agitated with the foreseen disasters of the com- 
ing conflict. 

ut should all prudent considerations be disregarded, and the 
federal government desecrate their power, the hostile bayonet 
be levelled at the bosoms of our countrymen, the days of our 
republic will be numbered—our free institutions will be blotted 
out with the patriot blood of brothers—the pruning hook and the 
ploughshare give place to the sword and spear, and amidst the 
dire conflict of contending armies, liberty will shriek and depart 
forever! Still look onward—and there is nothing to behold but 


' danger and darkness. 


Should that day come, and come it may, sinee many, both 
prudent and wise, think it near at hand, where do we find a 
guarantee for the liberty of the people of Virginia? They have 
no assurances that the fate which is now intended for one mem- 
ber of the confederacy, may not shortly be theirown. Are we 
more capable of submitting to unjust exactions and unlimited 
power, than others? The president, in his recent exposition of 
the federal government, in his paternal admonitions, not to the 
constituted authorities of the state, but to the people of South 
Carolina, has taken occasion to advert to their internal weak- 
ness—the allusion cannot be misunderstood—though wholly 

tuitous and uncalled for by the occasion, it should be prompt- 

y repelled by every state similarly situated. Having in this in- 

direct mode exhibited a purpose to sustain its claim of power, 
rather on the supposed weakness of the state, than on the just 
strength of the constitution, it becomes the duty of the states 
having the same interests to protect, solemnly to protest against 
all ailusions, arguments and calculations on the part of the fede- 
ral government, baving reference to this subject. Under, exist- 
ing circumstances, however, a grave question is presented, 
whether it be not more expedient, to trust those interests to the 
justice of a patriotic and intelligent people, rather thanay them 


rejudge the case, and to make the relations arising f, 
= of operating upon the fears of the peoplerand ie 
securing and making paramount its usurpations? _ 

Your station is high and responsible; to you the People wil} 
look; nay, do leok, for security and protection, and the mainte. 
nance of all the rights of the states. Virginia, the land of ou 
birth, the burial place of our fathers, the peaceful home of 
wives and daughters, awaits your decision. If patriotism in, 
that government, why not repeal at once the odious acts, whic) 
impose the enerous and obnoxious burdens upon the south and 
restore to us our country, peaceful, prosperous and undefiled } 
civil war. y 

In conclusion, as a convention of the states seems to 
been intended by the framers of the constitution, as the Most 
eligible means of accommodating disputes between the parties 
and of settling doubtful and disputed powers, I leave it to your 
wisdom to determine whether the present condition of the 
country does not imperatively call for this measure. 

JOHN FLOYp, 

hig After the reading of the preceding message—a long anq 
lively debate took place in the house of delegates, on a motio, 
that it should be laid on the table and printed, and thirty or forty 
speeches were made about it. Some were decidedly oppose; 
to the printing—against whom the courtesy due to the chief ipo. 
gistrate of the state was urged: and many reasons were assigned 
by the adverse parties. Finally, the message was ordered to jg 
printed. 
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NULLIFICATION—-SUSPENDED. 
FROM THE CHARLESTON MERCURY. 
Meeting of the state rights and free trade party. 

The meeting on Monday night, of which we subjoin the off. 
cial account, was the most gratifying exhibition of the spirit and 
feeling of Carolinians that we ever witnessed. The buildin 
was crowded by an assemblage of more than two thousand citi- 
zens, and a more delightful exhibition of the enthusiasm and 
firmness of free-born men, rallying around their liberties, could 
not have been wished for by the most ardent waite in our ranks, 
It would have taught the advisers of the unhappy president of 
the United States, a salutary lesson to have witnessed the pro- 
ceedings—to have marked the scorn and pity which he has earn- 
ed from the men whom they dreamed that he could alarm—the 
loud, long laugh of derision which rose whenever his paternal 
threats were mentioned, and the burst of acclamation which 
greeted every sentiment in which the speakers declared the un- 
alterable resolution of South Carolina, to maintain her rights or 
perish in the attempt. 

The chairman was surrounded by veterans of the revolution, 
who exhibited throughout the proceedings, an interest and ani- 
mation unsurpassed by that of the most ardent youth present— 
and none could look upon the assembly, and hear the burning 
words of the speakers, and observe the eager sympathy with 
which they were met, and fail to be convinced, that every heart 
there was beating warmly, and every arm nerved and ready 
against tyranny, come in what shape it may! 

The resolutions proposed were seconded by gen. Hamilton, 
whose speech was frequently interrupted by bursts of enthusi- 
astic applause. He approved decidedly of the resolution re- 
commending that we should avoid all conflict with the federal 
authorities, while the bill modifying the tariff was yet before 
congress. We owed this to our friends out of the state. We 
could pause with honor. His conduct would be guided by the 
tone of the resolution proposed. He had himself made an im- 
portation; having made a shipment of rice to the Havana, and 
ordered a return cargo of sugar. He would allow his importa- 
tion to go into the custom house stores and wait events. He. 
would not produce an unnecessary collision, but, if our hopes 0! 
a satisfactory adjustment of the question were disappointed, he 
knew that his fellow citizens would go even to the death with him 
for his sugar. (He was interrupted by a unanimous burst of ac- 
cord). The last message of the president made it easy to for- 
bear for the present, even with the most fastidious sense of ho- 
nor. We are armed and in the trenches for the support of liber- 
ty, and we coolly and fearlessly await the blow. 

We never heard a more hearty shout of applause than when 
gen. Hamilton most felicitously adverted to the coincidence of 
the Natchez sloop of war, sent on by “‘the ruler of our destinies, 
having anchored in the very place where the Tamar sloop of 
war anchored in the revolution. (Rebellion Roads),  _. 

With regard to the president’s call upon congress to give him 
power to coerce South Carolina, gen. Hamilton said that should 
congress grant the authority, he should forthwith (as he was 
empowered to do as president) reassemble the convention 4 
submit to them THE QUESTION OF SECESSION, and none cou! 
doubt what their choice would be. If we were denied by oe 
government of the United States the right of peaceably seceding; 
we would then triumph in asserting it, or die in the attempt 
This declaration was greeted with overwhelming acclamation: 

Col. Preston followed in a speech, to the eloquence of whic; 
we cannot do justice in an abstract. He placed the sncone® 
tences of gen. Jackson in the most ridiculous light, and alle 
exciting the utmost mirth at the expense of the ruler of our ond 
tinies, showed how mortifying it was to the citizens of a st# A 
of this confederacy that the executive of the union should ra 
disgrace himself as ANpRew Jackson has been induced to : 
by those who have practised on his imbecility. He gave 4 ¥!' - 
and true account of the enthusiasm of the interior. Told ho 





at the mercy of a government which seems already disposed to 


the violence of the proclamation had been thrown back, broken 
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—————— 
from the rock of Carolina firmness; how even 
into pores _, country laughed at the threats of the toothless 
the but he us to watch the movements of the wild 
tiger, now cowed by the glance of freemen; but who would 
beasts upon his masters could he catch them unawares. If con- 
spring vranted the modest request made in the last message for 
emratorial power, why we could but fight it out. The whole in- 
le rwere up in arms, and would pour in a torrent into Charles- 
re the first aggression, and if the power were usurped by 
* and given to a malignant tyrant to fight us down, they 
rng not disgrace us. We would die honorably if we did not 
aque South Carolina had already done enough for glory in 
that she alone had stood up against the proclamation, and snatch- 
ed the thunderbolt from the would-be Jove, and shaken it in his 
face; and that while Virginia had shrunk from maintaining the 
rinciples of 998, and was willing to shew ‘‘that she meant no- 
fhing under heaven,’’ South Carolina had, like her own JASPER, 
caught up the fallen banner of state rights, and spread it to the 
! 
we early hour the circus was filled to overflowing, and from 
an accurate estimate it is conjectured that there must have been 
at least three thousand persons present. Cuas. Coreswortu 
Pinckney, lieutenant governor of the state, was called to the 
chair, and Alexander H. Brown, esq. appointed secretary. The 
chairman explained the object of the meeting, after which judge 
Coleock made an address replete with warm and enthusiastic 
sentiments of patriotism, and concluded by submitting the fol- 
jowing resolutions: — > ; 

Whereas, a public manifesto under the style and title of a 
“proclamation by the president of the United States,” has been 

ut forth as an authoritative exposition of the constitution of the 
Tnited States, and the rights of the states in this union, and 
whereas, this edict of the executive affirms and expounds, and 
threatens to enforce by the sanction of military coercion, the 
following points of constitutional law, viz: 

That the Declaration of Independence was made by the peo- 
ple of the several colonies as one community, and not by inde- 
pendent states, each acting by virtue of its own sovereignty, by 
which one nation was created, and not a confederacy of sove- 
reign states. 

That no state can be said to be sovereign, whose citizens owe 
allegiance to laws not made by it. 

That the judiciary in expounding, and the executive in exe- 
cuting the laws of the union, are the only functionaries who of 
right possess the power of finally and authoritatively deciding on 
the constitutionality of these laws, that this right does not be- 
long to a state in the union, but was virtually surrendered when 
“the United Colonies”? agreed to form a single NATION. 

That the “United Colonies’? having agreed with the other 
states to form a single NATION, no state from that period, pos- 
sesses any right to secede. ‘**T’o say that any state may at plea- 
sure secede from the union, is to cay that the United States are 
not a nation, and that secession, like any other revolutionary 
right, is only to be justified by the extremity of oppression.’’ 

That a state having no right to decide in the last resort, whe- 
ther the compact has been pursued or violated, this right devolv- 
ing exclusively on the department of the federal government, 
the executive has the power to enforce, by military coercion, 
what HE believes to be constitutional law, although declared 
S otherwise by a sovereign party to the compact. 

Resolved, That this meeting views with equal astonishment 
and indignation, the claims of power set forth in the foregoing 
summary, which is a correct exposition of the doctrines con- 
tained in the text of the aforesaid manifesto. 


Resolved, That the alleged origin of the government of this 
confederacy, as set forth in the said proclamation, is historically 
untrue. That by disingenuous verbal refinements, its authentic 
history has been perverted to the extraordinary purpose of erect- 
ing on the ruins of the sovereignty of the several states, a great 
consolidated government “without limitation of powers.”’ 

Resolved, That it is an unfounded reproach to the memories 
of the great and immortal spirits who declared our independence, 
and formed the confederation of 1776, to say that a consolidated 
government was created by them, and not a confederacy of free, 
Sovereign and independent states. 

Resolved, That the allegation also made in the aforesaid pro- 
clamation, that by the constitution of the United States a simi- 
‘r consolidation of the government is ratified, is equally with- 
- foundation, as is proved by the separate and distinct capaci- 
'y in which the states formed that instrument, assembled in its 
Tatification, and reserved to themselves all rights not delegated 
lo the general government. 

‘ esolved, That the separate sovereignty of the states is in no 

“gree affected by their delegating a part of their powers, to be 
Voce’ through a joint agency called the government of the 

hited States, whose laws are alone supreme and binding on 

© states when made in pursuance of the constitution. We, 
potions she utterly deny the flimsy sophism, that a state is not 
lew of te? because its citizens are bound to obey a constitutional 
eel the United States, made in strict conformity with an ex- 
lem ete which in her sovereignty such state has clearly de- 















a ftesolved, That the claim which the president of the United 
cosas 

ea : ; - ; 
elusive pa proclamation, of being himself the final and ex- 
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et up by his previous acts, and the context and tenor 


ge of the constitutional validity of the laws which he 
n to execute, conpled with an avowed negation on 


reign party to the compact, not only puts “‘an inferior depart- 
ment of the government created by the compact above the so- 
vereign parties to the compact itself,’’ but stops at nothing short 
of concentrating in the hands of a single funetionary, the whole 
power of the union. : 
Resolved, That we view with abhorrence the direct and im- 
mediate corollary flowing from the aforesaid premises in the 
said proclamation, to wit: that no state had a right peaceably to 
secede from this union. 

Resolved, That we regard the ulterior right of secession as in- 
separable from the sovereign character of the parties to the com- 
pact, that no claim to perpetuity is set up in the instrument 
itself, nor among the enuinerated powers is any power given to 
the general government to coerce a seceding state into the 
union. And hence it ceases to be a subject of surprise, that in 
expounding a written instrument in which no such power is 
found, the president should have taken refuge in the poor re- 
source of all arbitrary government for the justification of this 
power, the stale and dangerous pretext of state necessity. 

With these views and sentiments, we not only affirm the right 
of a state peaceably to secede from the union, should any occa- 
sion unhappily arise to require the exercise of such a right, but 
are prepared to peril, if need be, our lives in the assertion of 
this claim, so essential to the civil and political liberty of the 
states. 

Resolwed, That if we are shocked at the principles of arbitra- 
ry power, which are avowed in the aforesaid proclamation, we 
are equally mortified at the undignified vituperation and re- 
proach in which the president has been pleased to indulge in 
the same against a sovereign state in this union acting through 
the highest organs of the constituted authority. Nor are we the 
less indignant of the menaces of military coercion by which the 
enforcement of an unjust system of government is threatened, 
and which we are prepared to meetin a manner that shall be- 
come the high duties we owe to our posterity. 

Resolved, ‘hat we highly approve the manner with which 
the legislature of our state and its executive have met the crisis 
presented by the aforesaid proclamation, and have every reason 
to feel a just pride in the lofty spirit of the people of our state, 
who are prepared with united hearts and strong arms, to fly to 
her standard, in vindication of her dearest rights and liberties. 

Resolved, That the whole state rights and free trade party of 
Charleston will volunteer en masse to the governor, and that 
four citizens from each ward and six from the Neck to be nomi- 
nated by the chair to receive their enrolment, that they may be 
organized and arranged to such uniform and beat companies as 
may suit their several inclinations, locality and convenience. 

Resolved, That we have seen with the most lively satisfaction 
the patriotic spirit which has impelled the citizens of the coun- 
try parishes composing this district, to organize volunteer troops 
of mounted gunmen, for the purpose of repairing to this city in 
case the public liberties of our country should be daringly as- 
sailed, and we exhort our fellow citizens to persevere in these 
public spirited efforts. 

Resolved, That this meeting has viewed with indignation the 
concentration by the government of the United States of mili- 
tary and naval forces in this harbor and on the frontiers of 8S. 
Carolina, such eoncentration being uncalled for by any public 
exigency, and if intended to control public opinion by appealing 
to our fears or to carry into effect the proclamation of the presi- 
dent we must regard it as an impotent attempt to accomplish a 
most unwarrantable purpose by unlawful means, an attempt 
which could only have originated in a total ignorance of the 
true character and condition of our citizens, whose past history 
has shewn, that while they may be conciliated by kindness, 
they cannot be driven from their purposes by threats. 


Resolved, That although we have felt it to be a sacred duty to 
manifest these determinations and to express these sentiments, 
we have nevertheless seen with lively satisfaction not only the 
indications of a beneficial modification of the tariff but the ex- 
pression of sentiments in both branches of congress as well as 
in other quarters, auspicious to the peace and harmony of the 
union, and that these indications shall be met by corresponding 
dispositions on our part—it is hereby declared that it is the 
sense of this meeting that pending the process of the measures 
here alluded to, all occasion of collision between the federal 
and state authorities should be sedulously avoided on both sides 
in the hope that the painful controversy in which South Caroli- 
na is now engaged, may be thereby satisfactorily adjusted, and 
the union of these states be established on a sure foundation. 

Resolved, Should these expectations, which we sincerely and 
patriotically cherish, be disappointed, and the state be left no 
other resource butin a firm reliance on her own sovereignty, we 
mutually pledge ourselves to each other and our country to sus- 
tain the ordinance of her convention, the laws made in conse- 
quence thereof, and our constituted authorities, be the hazards 
what they may—and in order that our citizens may be shielded 
from the payment of the protecting duties imposed by the aets 
of congress, pronounced by the convention of the people of 8. 
Carolina, unconstitutional, null and void, the chairman of this 
meeting is hereby requested and authorised, to nominate and 
associate with himself, three commissioners, to open a corres- 
pondence with the citizens of the different districts and parish- 
es in this state, for the purpose of organizing and forming a free 
trade importing company, in order that if practicable, the whole 
of the articles of foreign merchandise consumed by the people 
of this state, may hereafter be imported, free from the odious 








the right of a similar nature, appertaining to a sove- 


and unconstitutiona! tribute which we have hitherto paid. 
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Resolved, That while this meeting sees with satisfaction from 
the president’s recent message to congress, that he now ac- 
knowledges, that under the existing Jaws and constitution of 
the United States he has no right to resort to military force, for 
the purpose of coercing the state, and of enforcing within their 
hmits those acts which have beeu pronounced by her conven- 


‘tion to be “unconstitutional, void and no law.” Yet we cannot 


avoid the expression of our regret at the reiteration by the pre- 
sident, of the imputation upon our citizens and constituted au- 
thorities of a design to levy war, or commit some act of out- 
rage against the United States, when all our measures, as well 
as our public declarations, have manifested a determination not 
to resort to force, except the same should become absolutely 
necessary in self-defence, to repel invasion, or to inaintain with- 
in our own limits, the authorities, rights and liberties, apper- 
taining to the people of South Carolina, as a sovereign state. 

Resolved, That we should regard the conferring by congress 
upon the president, of the extraordinary powers demanded in 
his recent message, as a gross and palpable violation of the con- 
stitution of the United States, as investing the chief magistrate 
of this confederacy with dictatorial powers, and giving to the 
executive to a certain extent, an absolute control over the lives, 
liberties and property of the people. 

Resolved, That the proposition made by the president to su- 
persede the jurisdiction of the courts of this state, over ourown 
citizens in cases arising under her ordinunce and laws, and giv- 
ing to the federal courts an absolute control over the judicial 


SS 
suit, furnishing those officers with copies of their Orders to 1), 
counsel. As the state is no longer threatened with an ay _ 
to coerce her, through the agency of the supreme oan 
may now exercise her clemency, without an abandonn > She 
any of her rights. ‘The law against which the mmission 
fended, no longer required by the policy of the state in 6 “4 
repealed; the offence of which they were convicted, js no teen 
er known to our laws. The Cherokee country is sow 0 Ong 
any person who may wish to reside in any part of it. 
been formed into ten counties, over which the auth 
laws is sustained, not by severe penal enactwwents 
regular organization of civilized society, and the Ordinary yig; 
lance, prudence and patriotism of our citizens, who are sett : 
in great numbers on the unoccupied lands, and prepariy . 
transform the wilderness into a garden. ‘The rights of the « 
have been triumphantly sustained; and the fruition of Rone 
now realized by her children. As neither the honor nor tip ih 
terest of the state requires a continuance of the punishment jr 
flicted on the missionaries, we presume they will be treated 
with the forbearance and mildness which become the Characty 
of a humane, generous and magnanimous people. It is but jus. 
tice to thein to state, that during their imprisonment, they ~ 
yielded a prompt, and cheerful, and exemplary obedience to all 
of the regulations of the penitentiary. . 


it 
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» but by th, 


From the Augusta Courier, Jen. 1}. 
The following is so important, that we are satisfied with the 


tribunals of the state, would, if carried into effect, be utterly | simple aununciation. No remarks could add to its interest, jy 


subversive not only of the rights of the states, but of every prin- 


ciple of civil and political liberty, and if submitted to, would will only add, that we shall look every day towards Mille 


establish amongst us a foreign judicature having cognizance of 


consequences will be instantly present to every reader. w, 


; ; ; dys. 
ville for the pardon and liberation of the missionaries. . 

























our own state laws, and giving judgment in cases arising be- 
tween our own citizens, contrary to the whole form and struc- 
ture of our government, and in manifest violation of the consti- 
tution both of the state and of the United States. 


Resolved, That while we cannot submit to the imputation of 
having acted rashly or unwarrantably in adopting measures of 
defence in reference to a system against which South Carolina 
has been in vain protesting for upwards of ten years, we deein it 

roper once more solemnly and publicly to disclaim all the ob- 
ects which have been imputed to us, save only that of relieving 
ourselves from the Operation of a system which we believe (in 
the strong language once held by our political opponents them- 
selves) to be “‘utterly unconstitutional, grossly unequal and op- 
pressive, and such an abuse of power as is incompatible with 
the principles of a free government, and the great ends of civil 
society,’? and which we still believe must, if persevered in, reduce 
this fertile state to poverty and utter desolation, and her citizens 
to a condition of colonial vassalage. 

Resolved, hat the executive committee of thirteen of the 
state rights and free trade party be revived, and that they be 
authorised and requested to take the proper measures, and that 
the whole party of the parishes of St. Philip and St. Michael, 
may be organised in such a manner as when called upon to aid 
peaceably in our civil capacity as citizens, the civil authorities 
of our state, it may be done with all possible proimptitude, energy 
and effect. 

Upon taking the question on the preamble and resolutions, 
the same were adopted without a dissenting voice. 

The following committees were appointed under the resolu- 
tion to raise volunteers. 

Ward No. 1.—John L. Uolmes, Oliver L. Dobson, R. F. Bur- 
dell, John Ashby, W. E. Turnbull, H. E. Vincent, Martin Roddy. 
Ward No. 2.—Capt. J. D. Yates, John A. Binm, Benj. Leete, 
William E. McE\moyle, Arthur Middleton, John Ryan, John 
Dougherty. 
Ward No. 3.—Charles P. Frazer, G. Manson, Henry J. Harby, 
col. John Bryan, Charles E. Miller, capt. Lusher, lieut. Wilson, 
Henry Hogarth, Peter Crovat, N. Fields. 
Ward No. 4.—Chas. Bussacker, John Crawford, John Boyce, 
Campbell Douglass, John A. St. Amand, F. Dupont, Geo. Gran- 
by, Thos. Fell, W. B. Foster, Philip Patrick, Francis Wood. 
Charleston Neck.—Udward Lining, Elias Jones, capt. S. Hub- 
bell, John C. Cochran, Albert Happoldt, G. F. Rowarth, Joseph 
Josephs, W. Broklebank, Roumillat, (Rural Retreat). 
Importing committee.—J. Hamilton, jr. C. J. Colcock, Ker 
Boyce. 
On motion of col. John Bryan, it was 
Resolved, That we, the volunteers of the city and district of 
Charleston, will wear a blue cockade, with the palmetto button 
in the centre, so long as our services shall be deemed necessary 
in maintaining the rights of the state of South Carolina. And 
that all persons throughout the district who have determined to 
support the state against mulitary coercion on the part of the 
general government be and are hereby requested to do the same. 
The mecting separated about 10 o’clock. 


GEORGIA AND THE MISSIONARIES. 

From the “‘ Federal Union’? of Jun. 10, published at Milledgeville, 
veorgia. 

THe Misstonaries. Their casein the supreme court, against 
the estate of Georgia, has been terminated by their voluntary act, 
with the approbation of the board of missions, under which they 
hold their appointments, as missionaries. They have directed 
their counsel to prosecute their case no farther, and to make no 
motion in their behalf in court; and have informed the governor, 





Penitentiary, Milledgeville, Jun. 8, \833, 


Charles J. Jenkins, esq. attorney general of the state of Georgic, 


Sir:—In reference to a notice given to you on the th Noy. 


last, by our counsel, in our behalf, of our intention to move thy 
supreme court of the United States, on the 2d day of February 
next, for further process in the case between ourselves, iniiy;. 
dually, as plaintiffs in error, and the state of Georgia, as defey. 
dant in error; we have now to inform you, that we have for. 
warded instruction to our counsel to forbear the intended mo. 
tion, and to prosecute the case no further. 
spectfully, 


We are yours, re. 
8S. A. WORCESTER, 
ELIZUR BUTLER. 


(Signed) 


GEORGIA. 

Dy Witson LvuMPKIN, governor and commander in chief of thy 
army and navy of this state, and of the militia thereof— 
To Charles C. Mills, esq. principal keeper of the penitentiary. 

Whereas, at a superior court held in and for the county of 
Gwinnett, at the September term, 1831, Samuel A. Worcester 
and Elizur Butler, were convicted of illegal residence withiy 
the territory of this state, then inhabited almost exclusively by 
Cherokee Indians, and such other persons as were unfriendly 
to the rights and interest of the state; whereupon they were set- 
tenced to four years confinement in the penitentiary of this state. 
And whereas sound policy has, since the confinement of sail 
persons, induced the constituted authorities of this state, to pr- 
vide by law, for the legal settlement of the unoccupied part of 
said territory, by a free white population; and having provided 
for the organization of said territory into counties of suitable 
form and size, for the convenient and regular administration of 
public justice, and the due execution of the laws of the tale. 
And the legislature being assured, at their late session, that ur 
der existing arrangements, which were daily going into exect- 
tion, the country would shortly contain a sufficient numberof 
well qualified inhabitants to carry fully into effect these sevt- 
ral objects; did therefore repeal the law under which the sid 
Samuel A. Worcester and Elizur Butler, were convicted an 
sentenced as aforesaid. 


And whereas the said Samuel A. Worcester and Elizur But 
ler, have made known to me, that they have instructed the! 
counsel, William Wirt and John Sergeant, esquires, to prose 
cute the case which they had thought fit to institute before tt 
supreme court of the United States, against the state of Georg 
no further: But have concluded “to leave the question of thet 
continuance in confinement to the magnanimity of the stale.” 

And moreover, taking into consideration, the earnest solic 
tude for the release of these individuals, which has been comm 
nicated to me, in the most friendly and respectful manner, y 
many of the most distinguished friends of the state, residing" 
varions parts of the union—amongst whom are many of the 
who have sustained the state and ber authorities, throughw! 
this unpleasant controversy. And also taking into vieW; the 
triumphant ground which the state finally occupies in real" 
to this subject, in the eyes of the nation, as has been sufficien!! 
attested, through various channels, especially in the recentove" 
Whelming re-election of president Jackson, the known defent- 
er of the rights of the state throughout this controversy. 4" 
now believing as I do, that not only the rights of the state have 
been fully and successfully vindicated and sustained in this ms 
ter, but being assured as I am, that the state is free from the 
menace of any pretended power whatever, to infringe Upo" s 
rights, or control her will in relation to this subject. And abo’ 
all other considerations, the magnanimity of Georgia being 0 
appealed to; I therefore, as the organ of the state, feel bound 
sustain the generous and liberal character of her people. ~ 

Whatever may have been the errors of these individual: 





and attorney general, of the state, of their abandonment of the 


whatever embarrassments aud heart-burnings they may '#" 
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instrumental in creating—however mischievous they ma 

ra been, in working evil to the state, to themselves, and the 

ti]l more unfortunate Cherokees—and whatever may have been 
the spirit which hae influenced them to the course they have 
ursued—and however obstinately they may have adhered to 

P nsel of their employers, aiders and abettors, yet the pre- 

sent state of things is such that it is enough—that they submit 

‘case “to the magnanimity of the state.’’? They shall there- 
fore go free. And know ye, that for and in consideration of all 
the foregoing circumstances, and many more which might be 
enumerated, I have thought proper to remit, and do, in virtue 
of the power vested in me by the constitution, hereby remit the 
further execution of the sentence of the court, against the said 
Samuel A. Worcester and Elizur Butler, and order that they 
be forthwith discharged. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and caused 
the seal of the executive department to be affixed, this four- 
teenth day of January, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-three, and of American Ln- 
dependence the fifty-seventh. WILSON LUMPKIN. 

By the governor: 
Ruopom A. GREENE, secretary. 
= OB Steere 
LOUISIANA. 

The legislature of this state met on the 7th inst. On the fol- 
lowing day governor Roman communicated his message, from 
which we are able to extract only the following passage, touch- 
ing the conduct of South Carolina. 

‘The situation of our federal relations requires your particu- 
lar attention. At the time when the states which form the Ame- 
rican union have attained, by the successful operations of their 
institutions, a degree of prosperity and wealth of which history 
affords no example, when we offer to the world the astonishing, 
and hitherto unheard of spectacle, of a government whose only 
embarrassment is created by the mode of disposing of its sur- 
plus revenues, after having extinguished its debts; it would be 
impossible to suppose that this circumstance would be selected 
by one of the states as an occasion for protesting against the op- 
pression of some of the laws that govern us, and of avowing 
their determination of withdrawing from the union. It is but 
too true, however, that a majority of the citizens of South Ca- 
rolina have declared the tariff law unconstitutional, and appear 
determined to separate from the union unless congress should 
consent to repeal these laws, which the representatives of the 
people of the United States have made, and which this state 
alone assumes the right to abrogate. 

An exposition of the motives which have led to this determi- 
nation, has been published by those who are at present in power 
in Seuth Carolina. With whatever ability this appeal to their 
fellow citizens may have been prepared, it is impossible to dis- 
guise the fact that the principles it avows inevitably tend to the 
total disorganization of public order and to destroy the very 
foundation of the union. Such doctrines find no advocates in 
Louisiana. We cannot be persuaded that under a constitution 
which was adopted in order to give more power and stability to 
the general government; under a constitution, in which the law 
of majorities is every where recognized, there is any justice in 
giving to one single state the power of judging and deciding ex- 
clusively by herself questions which all other states have equal- 
ly the right to decide and determine. ‘That one state has in fact 
the right to govern all the rest whenever it may please her to as- 
= a convention which may declare alaw to be unconstitu- 

ional. 

Whatever interest we may feel in this unexampled crisis 
which is now preparing, it appertains to the general government, 
and not to us, to adopt measures to meet it: We may expect 
every thing from the wisdom of our national councils, The pre- 
sident has issued his proclamation to make known his determi- 
nation to employ all constitutional means toe preserve the union 
and execute the laws promising at the same time, by the mode- 
ration and firmness of his measures to prevent, if possible, the 
necessity of an appeal to arms. Circumstanced as we are, 

oulsiana cannot forget that her motto is “‘justice, union and 
confidence.’? The public safety makes it our duty to give to the 

President the whole force which may be produced by the ex- 

pressions of our unqualified and unanimous approbation of the 

stand that he has taken. In the enlightened age in which we 
live, public opinion is the only power which should judge in the 
last resort. S. Carolina must submit to its decree when she sees 
her own doctrines repudiated by the other states of the union. 

However frail may appear the hope, let us indulge in it, that 

in this family quarrel, the only arms used will be those of reason. 

Our brethren of Carolina, (as distinguished, until now, by their 

patriotism, as by their courage), will stop before they plunge in- 

to the abyss which yawns beneath. A majority will rally to re- 
store the tranquillity of the country, and the nullifiers will be 
saved from the most cruel of all lessons—their success. Though 


€ parasites of despotism have long since predicted that our 


government would not survive those who formed it, our confi- 
ence in the stability of the republic must not be diminished. 


the year that has just gone has witnessed the descent to the 
the last of the signers of the Declaration of our Inde- 
- the year that we are now entering upon is not des- 
tined to behold the American constitution, to which the liberal 
and enlightened of all nations turned their eyes as the model 

uch they would aspire to imitate, going down in blood! The 


tomb of 
pendence, 
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MR. CALHOUN’S SPEECH. 
In senate, Tuesday Jan. 22. 


On presenting in the senate his resolutions (already published) 


in relation to the powers of the federal government. . 
Mr. Calhoun on rising, said, that not agreeing with the chair- 


man of the judiciary committee, that the measures proposed in 
the bill were of an ordinary character, and such as were sus- 
tained by precedents; but, on the contrary, fully according in 
the declaratien of the senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Poindezter), 
that it would, in fact, be a repeal of the constitution, should it re- 
ceive the sanction of congress, he had risen to offer three reso- 
lutions, with a view of testing the principles on which the bill 


rested. 

lie had drawn them with great care; with a scrupulous regard 
to the truth of every assertion they contain, which he believed 
no one who valued his character for candor, could contradict, 
and that no impartial jury in Christendom could, on an issue, 
refuse to render a verdict in their favor, and he had been equal- 
ly scrupulous in making no deductions but what were sustained 
by the clearest and most demonstrative reasoning. 

Mr. C. said, that though the bill was couched in general terms, 
and made applicable to all the states; and though it referred, 
apparently on its face, to cases only of insurrection, or lawless 
resistance of individual force, yet it would not be denied that it 
was intended to be applied particularly to the case of South Ca- 
rolina, and with the intention not of putting down the lawless 
combinations of individuals in that state, but the authorised op- 
position of the people of South Carolina, to an act which they 
conscientiously believed unconstitutional and oppressive; and 
as such, exercising the right which belongs to her in the last re- 
sort, as a sovereign member of the confederacy, she has declar- 
ed to be nulland void. Whatever resistance then, may be made 
in the state of Soyth Carolina, is a resistance by the state itself, 
authorised by her sovereign authority, and not the resistance of 
a lawless combination of individuals. It is to put down this re- 
sistance that the measure now before the senate has been re- 
ported, and in this character, it is wholly unprecedented; there 
is no exiunple of the kind to be found on our statute book. 


Here then, said Mr. C. is presented the great, he would say 

the awfully important question—has cougress the right to pass 

this bill? There are two views of our constitution, going back 

to its fundamental principles; one contained in the proclamation 

and the message of the president, which bas given birth to the 

bill, and the other the ordinance and proceedings of the people 

of South Carolina. As the one or the other of these views may 

be correct, the bill must be pronounced to be constitutional or 

unconstitutional. If it be true, as stated by the president, that 

the people of these United States are united on the principle of 
a social compact, as so many individuals constituting one nation 
-——if they have transferred to the general government their alle- 
giance—if they have parted with the right of judging, in the last 
resort, What powers are reserved and what delegated—then, in- 
deed, the states are without sovereignty, without rights, and no 
other objection can be made to the bill, but what might be made 
to its expediency. But if, on the other hand, these positions are 
utterly false—if, in truth, the constitution is the work of the peo- 
ple, forming twenty-four distinct political communities—if, when 
adopted, it formed a union of states, and not of individuals—if 
the states have not surrendered the right of judging, in the last 
resort, as to the extent of the reserved, and of course of the de- 
legated powers—then, indeed, there is not a shadow of founda- 
tion in the constitution to authorise the bill; but, on the con- 
trary, it would be wholly repugnant to its genius, destructive of 
its very existence, and involved a political sin of the highest 
character—of the delegated acting against the sovereign power— 
of the creature warring against the creator. 


In making these assertions, Mr. C. said he had the authority 
of the president of the United States himself. He had tacitly 
acknowledged, that if the views of the constitution on which the 
state of South Carolina has acted be correct, then neither this 
nor apy other measure of force could be adopted against her. 
On no other principle could the long and elaborate argument 
(and false he was compelled to say as long and elaborate), con- 
tained in the proclamation, and in the message, be explained. 
Well might the president feel, that unless the doctrines on which 
South Carolina had acted could be successfully resisted, it would 
be impossible for the government to adopt any measure against 
her. Which presented the greatand solemn question—are they 
true or not? on which he proposed to make a few remarks, with 
the intention that the senate might duly and deliberately reflect 
on them in the short interval between this and Monday next— 
(the day fixed for the discussion of the bill). 

The great question at issue is, where is the paramount power? 
Where the sovereignty in this complex, but beautiful and admi- 
rable system (if well understood) is lodged; for where the sove- 
reignty is, there too must be the paramount power. A few 
plain, and simple, and incontrovertible positions will determine 
this point. That the people of the states, as constituting sepa- 
rate communities, formed the constitution. is as unquestiona- 
ble as any historieal fact whatever. It stands upon the most 
durable and unquestionable record—as much so as the records 
of any court in the universe; and that the union, of which the 
constitutional compact is the bond, is a union between states, 
and not between a mere mass of individuals, rests on authority 
not less high—on the constitution itself, which expressly de- 
clares, in the article of ratification, that it shall be binding he- 





Mately tend to its strength. 








ock that the union may receive in those collisions will ulti- 


tween the states ratifying the same—words more explicit, he 
would say technical, could not be devised; yet as certain as these 
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facts are, they cannot be admitted without admitting the doc- 
trines for which South Carolina contends. They, by the most 
certain and direct deduction, conclusively will show wliere the 
paramount power of the system is, where its sovereign authori- 
ty resides. 

No one will pretend that the sovereignty is in the government. 
To make that assertion, would be to go back to the Asiatic idea 
of aap aegis is scarcely European, as the most intelligent 
writers in that section of the globe long since traced sovereignty 

to a higher source. No, the sovereignty is not in the govern- 
ment,it is in the people. Any other conception is utterly abhor- 
rent to the ideas of every American. ‘There is not a particle 
of sovereignty in the government. If, then, it be in the people, 
which cannot be denied, unless by extinguishing the lights of 
political science for more than two thousand years, the only 
possible question that can remain is, in what people? In 
the people of the United States collectively, as a mass of in- 
dividuals, or in the people of the twenty-four states, as forming 
distinct political communities, confederated in this union? The 
facts already published decide this question, and prove the so- 
vereignty to be in the people of the several states. No such 
community ever existed, as the people of the United States, 
forming a collective body of individuals in one nation; and the 
idea that they are so united, by the present constitution, as a 
social compact, as alleged by the proclamation, is utterly false 
and absurd. ‘To call the constitution the social compact, is the 
greatest possible abuse of language. No two things are more dis- 
similar; there is not an expression in the whole science of politics, 
more perfectly definite in its meaning than the social compact. 
It means that association ofindividuals, founded on the implied 
assent of all its members, which precedes all government, and 
from which government or the constitutional compact springs; 
and yet, the president, in the daring attempt to put down our 
federal system, has ventured to confound things so totally dis- 
similar. The sovereignty, then, is in the people of the several 
states, united in this federal union. It is not only in them, but 
in them unimpaired; not a particle resides in the government; 
not one particle in the American people collectively. 

The people of the states have, indeed, delegated a portion of 
their sovereignty, to be exercised conjointly by a general go- 
vernment, and have retained the residue to be exercised by their 
respective state governments. But to delegate is not to part 
with or to impair power. The delegated power in the agent is as 
much the power of the principal as if it remained in the latter, 
and may, as between him and his agent, be controlled or resum- 
ed at pleasure. Now mark the consequence. 


No one can deny that the act of the sovereign binds the citi- 
zen or subject. ‘The latter is not individually responsible for 
the act of the political community of which he is a member, 
and to which he owes allegiance. The community only is re- 
sponsible. This is a principle universally recognized; but with- 
out regarding a principle so obvious—formed upon the highest 
sense of justice—this bill proposes to make the citizen of South 
Carolina individually responsible for the sovereign acts of the 
state to which he owes his allegiance! An outrage, more than 
barbarian, upon the fundamental principle of political institu- 
tions, as has ever been recognized by all people so far advanced 
in civilization as to be formed into political communities. None 
can doubt that the convention of the people of South Carolina 
is the true organ of her sovereignty. According to our Ameri- 
can ideas, sovereignty, instead of lying dormant in the mass of 
individuals composing a state, and, instead of being capable of 
being called into action by a revolutionary movement only, has 
a known, organic and peaceable means of action. That means 
is a convention of the people. Through its instrumentality all 
of our constitutions—state and federal, were formed and ratifi- 
ed. Through the same authentic voice the people of South 
Carolina spoke in her late ordinance; which, as far as her citi- 
ee concerned, is not less obligatory than the constitution 
itself. 

It is to see that, under this aspect of the subject, this bill pre- 
sents a question infinitely beyond that of the tariff or its con- 
stitutionality; of nullification, or whether the supreme court is 
the tribunal appointed by the constitution to decide questions 
in controversy between the states and federal government. It 
sweeps away the whole of these questions. Itmay be admitted, 
to illustrate this idea, that the tariff is constitutional; that the 
supreme court is the authority appointed by the constitution to 
judge questions in conflict between the state and federal govern- 
ment; and yet this bill cannot be justified. High as the authority 
of the court may be, its powers are but delegated powers; it 
makes a part of the government itself, and like every other por- 
tion of the government, is destitute of the least particle of sove- 
reign power. As delegated powers may be resumed by the so- 
vereign delegating the same, such a resumption may be a breach 
of compact—a violation of the faith of the state; but, even in that 
case, the state as a community, and not its citizens individual- 
ly, are liable. The state as a community can break no law. It 
can, as a sovereign body be subject to none. It may pledge its 
faith; it may delegate its powers; it may break the one and re- 
sume the other; but the remedy, in such cases, is not hostile 
enactments; not law, by which the citizens individually are 
made responsible, as the bill most assuredly and preposterously 
proposes; but open force; war itself; unless there be some pro- 
vision. of a remedial and peaceful character, provided in the 
compact. . 

I am not now, said Mr. C. about to discuss the question of 
using force on the part of the general government against the 
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state. That question is not now before the senate; but should 
it be presented in any stage of this proceeding, I stand ready to 
a that this government has no right, even to resort to forge 

he illustrious men who framed our constitution Were too wise 
and patriotic to admit of the introduction of force, in constitut. 
ing a federal system, they had too profound a knowledge of the 
human heart; too deep an insight into history, not to Perceive 
that the introduction of force into such a system must necesga 
rily lead to a military despotism. The fabric is too delicate to 
stand its rude shock. They devised, as a substitute, a far more 
effectual and peaceful means—one much more consonant to the 
advanced progress of political science and civilization. He al- 
luded to the provision by which all contests for power, between 
the federal government and the states, may be virtually decided 
in a convention of the states. That is the true, wise and eon. 
stitutional means of terminating this controversy. Let the states 
be convened in convention; let the stockholders, if he might be 
permitted so to express himself, of this great political partner. 
ship be called together, that all conflicts of power between tie 
directors and any portion of the stockholders may be determined 
in conformity to the provisions prescribed in the charter of ag. 
sociation. 

If then, in a case supposed, where, for the sake of the argu- 
ment the constitutionality of the tariff is conceded, and with the 
same view the authority claimed for the supreme court acknow. 
ledged, there would be no right to pass this bill of pains and pe- 
nalties on the citizens of South Carolina, for adhering to their 
allegiance to the state, how much stronger must be the objection 
to its passage, when we advert to the fact, that it is not a case 
of resumption of power delegated to the government, but the 
defence of reserved powers against unconstitutional encroach- 
ment. So far from conceding the constitutionality of the tariff 
or the powers claimed for the supreme court, not only the state 
of South Carolina, but all the southern states, believe it to be 
not only unconstitutional, but bighly oppressive; and that the 
supreme court, so far from being the tribunal appointed to de- 
cide political controversies, is limited by the constitution itself 
to cases arising in law and equity, and, of course, where the 
parties are amenable to its process. 

Mr. C. said that he could net but perceive in the bi!! itself evi- 
dence that there was, on the part of its authors, an internal feel- 
ing of the force of these arguments; they have not made it di- 
rectly applicable to the cases of South Carolina, nor to the case 
of a state, opposing, on her own sovereign authority, what she 
believes to be an unconstitutional act of the federal government. 
If there be guilt, South Carolina alone is guilty. Why then 
mnake the provisions of the bill applicable to all the states? Why 
make it the general and permanent law of the land? The other 
states have not been even the abettors in the mighty struggle of 
South Carolina to maintain the constitution and liberties of the 
country. 


She has been discountenanced even by her sister states, im- 
mediately interested in the issue! Why then commit the injus- 
tice of including them in its penal enactments? Why disguise 
the real intention, that it is to eoerce a sovereign state, exercis- 
ing her constitutional right of judging in the last resort, of her 
reserved rights, with a view of protecting her citizens against 
the encroachments of the federal government? Why not meet 
this mighty issue boldly and manfully? Why confound the 
movements of a state with riots, mobs and insurrections? But 
one reason can be assigned. A conscious instinct of the palpa- 
ble injustice and absurdity of such a bill. Mr. C. said, that 
viewing the bill on its principles, he conceived it a virtual repeal 
of the constitution, as much so as if it was expressly drawn on 
its face with “be it enacted by the authority of the senate and 
house of representatives, that the constitution be, and the same 
is hereby repealed.’’? Should it pass, it will effectually and for- 
ever put down our beautiful federal system, and rear on its ruins 
a consolidated government. The sovereignty of the states would 
be forever submerged—that sovereignty which eonstituted ours 
, federal system, and the loss of which would make it a consoli- 

ation. 

The issue is now before us; the decision cannot be much 
longer delayed; the rejection or the passage of this bill will pro- 
bably decide it forever. Let no one suppose that, in deciding 
this great question, our system will stop at mere consolidation 
—it is bul a stage in the certain progress to military despotism, 
and that the most odious and oppressive; as, in proportion to 
the independent, free spirit of the people, must be the sternness 
of the despotism necessary to hold them in subjection. But tw 
modes of political existence can long endure in our country; the 
one that formed by the framers of our admirable constitution, 4 
federal system, uniting free and independent states-in a bond of 
union for mutual advantages, and to be preserved by the con- 
curring assent of the parts—or a government of the sword. The 
choice is before us. 

Mr. C. said that he had drawn the resolutions which he was 


about to propose, for ihe purpose of bringing the principles of 


this bill distinctly before the senate; and that he had accompa- 
nied them with the few remarks which he had made, with 4 
view of calling the solemn attention of its members to the mighty 
consequences which he conscientiously believed to be involved 
in its passage. He conceived it to be impossible to adopt the 
resolutions and to pass the bill, and that it was equally impossi- 
ble to deny the facts on which they rest, or reject the conclu- 
sions deduced theretrom. ; 

[Mr. C. then moved the resolutions which appeared in this 
paper on the 26th ult.) 





